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Alternative Spring Break was made 
possible by the passion and support 
of many.

acknowledgments
Mensik, Mr. Gonzales, the Tonasket Elementary School 
staff, and Jim and Kim Helleson. 

Toppenish: Mr.  Robert Roybal, Ms. Gutierrez, Mr. and 
Mrs. Leavitt, Mr. Yolo and the Valley View Elementary 
School staff.

Forks:  Ms. Lisa Navarro, Ms. Kim Northcut, Ms. Kirk, 
Ms. Johnson, the Forks Elementary School staff 
and Ms.  Theresa Santman at the Olympic National 
Resource Center.

Neah Bay:  Ms. Alice Murner, Ms. Laura Martin, Mr. 
Vanzant, Neuee Ward, the Makah Tribal Council as 
well as the Neah Bay Elementary School staff.

Paschal Sherman (Omak):  Mr. Ryan Christoph, Ms. 
Debbie Simpson, Mrs. Ketcham, Ms.  Joy Freestone, 
Ms. Kim Jones, Mr. Brown, Miss Katie, Mrs. Quintasket, 
Mrs. Vicki Kiefer, Mr. Larry Witt, the Paschal Sherman 
Indian School staff, and the staff of the PSIS Dorms.

Curlew:  Mr. Brett Simpson, Ms. Kathy Warner, Mr. 
Reed Benson, Ms. Vivian Byrd, the Curlew School staff, 
as well as Jim and Eden Davidson and family.

La Push:  Mr. Al Zantua, Ms. Mary Anne Early, Mrs. 
White, Ms. Konig, Mrs. Crippen, Mrs. Whipple, Dr. 
Whipple, the Quileute Tribal School staff and Ms. 
Theresa Santman at the Olympic National Resource 
Center. 

Brewster: Ms. Linda Dezellem, Ms. Bev Weddle, the 
Brewster Elementary School staff and the Brewster 
Junior/Senior High School staff as well as Ms. Donna 
Evans, and Mr. Gerald Miller.

Brewster Environmental:  Mr. Eric Driessen, Ms. 
Isabelle Spohn, as well as Mr. Don Haas, and Mr. 
Eduardo Bohorquez.

Alternative Spring Break 2010 was organized by many 
dedicated individuals.  A particular thank you goes 

Thanks to the University of Washington’s 
Undergraduate Academic Affairs and the Center for 
Experiential Learning; in particular thanks to Dean 
Ed Taylor, Associate Dean Janice DeCosmo, Virginia 
Lupori and Pat Wrobel for your continued support.

Thanks also to Suzanne Mercier and Sharon Walker 
from UW Advancement for their ongoing and creative 
support of the Alternative Spring Break program.

A heartfelt thank you to Heidi Ludwick who created a 
set of powerful reflection tools for all of our teams to 
use this year.

Thanks to the University of Washington Bookstore for 
helping to make our program a success by assisting in 
providing supplies for students.

Finally, a special thank you to all of the Friends of 
Pipeline.  Your generous donations help to make the 
Alternative Spring Break trip possible for all students.

It took the time and energy of many individuals to 
bring everything together.  

A very special thank you to our site coordinators for 
helping us to find housing and organize important 
details:

Ms. Isabelle Spohn, Ms.Donna Weitman, Mr. Robert 
Roybal, Ms. Kim Northcut, Ms. Alice Murner, Mr.  Ryan 
Christoph, Mr. Brett Simpson, Ms. Mary Anne Early, Mr. 
Eric Driessen, Ms. Bev Weddle.
 
And a warm thank you to all of the teachers, 
administrators and the kind people at each school 
who opened their homes to University of Washington 
students for a week.  We appreciate your hospitality:

Tonasket:  Mr. Jeff Cravy, Mrs. Donna Weitman , Mrs. 

to our team leaders:  Sandra Luu, Cara Allen, Dino 
Flores, Allison Borte, Robin Lawson, Erin McManamon, 
Laura Pierson  as well as the collective leadership of 
the LaPush and Brewster Environmental Teams. Thank 
you for your time and energy.  

The Pipeline Project would like to recognize 
Teachers Without Borders for helping to make 
this 2010 Alternative Spring Break Magazine 
possible. Headquartered in downtown 
Seattle, TWB is an international non-profit 
organization that supports teachers around 
the world through professional development 
activities. In 2009, Teachers Without Borders 
and the Pipeline Project became partners,  
connecting local and international education 
and public service efforts through activities 
conducted at the University of Washington. 
These activities include the creation of an 
Inner Pipeline seminar for UW students 
dedicated to discussing the potential and 
challenges of cultural and linguistic diversity 
in education; the formation of a Teachers 
Without Borders on-campus club that helps 
UW students act on their goals and interests 
in education; and support for the production 
of this Alternative Spring Break Magazine. 
The Pipeline Project would like to extend 
its deepest thanks and sincerest welcome 
to Teachers Without Borders. For more 
information on TWB, please turn to page 88.
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We owe a huge thank you to Enterprise Rent-
A-Car.  This company continues to generously 
donate a large portion of the cost of renting 
vehicles for the trips, as well as an additional 
support for our ASB programming.  This 
contribution helps to make Alternative Spring 
Break possible.

One of our Founding Values at Enterprise 
Rent-A-Car® is, “We strengthen our 
communities, one neighborhood at a time.”  
All of our people take great pride in being a 
part of a variety of projects that help make 
our local community a better place to live, 
work, or play.  It is truly a privilege to be a part 
of the Alternative Spring Break project as it 
is a project that continues giving even after 
the students have completed their work and 
return to school.  It is inspirational to be a part 
of a group of students who keep education 
and community service so near to their hearts.  
Thank you for allowing Enterprise Rent-A-
Car to be part of this exceptional project, 
and thank you for your efforts in making 
Washington a stronger, better place to live.

ASB Magazine Publication Team

Design and layout: Sophia Agtarap 
Sophia has been one of Pipeline’s truest 
friends for over ten years. She has been more 
than generous with her amazing creativity, 
energy and willingness to step in at the last 
moment to help us in any number of ways. 
She has our unending appreciation and 
devotion!

Original artwork for cover:  Sandra Luu
Cover and back design: Jesse Love

Edited by: Christine Stickler, Claire Fraczek, 
Catherine Rizos, Shannon Smith and Dawn 
Tuason

And of course, thank you to the Pipeline 
staff for energy, support and help with the 
events that led up to the spring break and 
also to the publication of this magazine.

The stories and poems in this magazine 
are not to be used or reproduced without 
written permission from The Pipeline 
Project unless it is for educational 
purposes.

Enterprise representatives join UW students at ASB 2010  send off.



4

One of the gifts of this tenth anniversary of ASB was 
traveling throughout the state and meeting up with 
students who have worked with us since the very
beginning.  Many have memories that stretch back to 
when they were in elementary school.  One of these 
students is Vern from the Quileute Tribal School in LaPush.  
Christine has been lucky enough to check in with him over 
the last ten years and asked him in March what he most 
remembered from his ASB weeks....

I remember writing the stories and making the books but 
mostly I remember the people I met and got to know...Zach, 
Libby,  Andy and Christine.  That’s what was important and 

what I remember. -Vern
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Brewster [literacy arts]  10

LaPush       20

Curlew       26

Forks       34

Neah Bay      42
 
Omak       50

Tonasket      58

Toppenish      66

Brewster [environmental] 76



Words from Christine Stickler...

Nimisha Ghosh Roy
Program Developer and Coordinator, Cross Cultural Health Care Program  

Alternative Spring Break (ASB) was a transformative experience that continues to influence my life. Each spring for my four 
years in college I would embark on a new ASB adventure.  And each spring I would return exhausted but amazingly fulfilled for 
reasons, which at that time, were not always very clear to me. Reflecting upon it now, I realize my years as a participant and as 
a leader in the ASB program solidified and strengthened my ethic of working with the community. 
I learned that I was not working for the community, nor were they working for me. We were all 
working alongside each other towards common goals, goals that included the empowerment of the 
community through youth, art, literacy and the development of strong relationships.   

Today I work as a program developer for a nonprofit organization whose mission is to serve as a 
bridge between communities and institutions to ensure full access to quality health. Primarily a 
training organization, our work empowers underserved communities through support and advocacy, 

education and community development.  The success in my career today and the passion I feel for the work I do is a direct result of 
my foundational experiences in the ASB program. There is absolutely no doubt in my mind about that.

Our journey this spring marked the tenth 
annual Alternative Spring Break (ASB) 
adventure for UW undergraduates. In 2001, 22 
students traveled to our first four partner sites 
in Harrah, Forks, La Push and Omak. Since that 
first year, 510 UW undergraduates have worked 

with thousands of children from around our state helping them to write and publish their own books and conduct amazing scientific explorations. In 2010, 
50 students headed out to Forks, La Push, Neah Bay, Toppenish, Tonasket, Curlew, Omak, and Brewster to work with 564 elementary, middle and high school 
students.

This experience has been a transformative one for both the UW students and the young people with whom they work. Students from the rural and tribal 
schools delight in meeting new friends from the UW who bring stories and life experiences to share from Seattle and many points of the world beyond. And 
the UW students gain a new lens for looking at their world by experiencing the rich cultural background and diversity of the communities in which they stay.

This year was a special one for many reasons. Being the ten year anniversary prompted all of us in The Pipeline Project to spend some time reflecting on these 
last years as well as contemplating the future. Part of this reflection involved reconnecting with some of our old friends both around the state as well as the 
UW students who participated in ASB in its first years. Sophia Agtarap, a digital storyteller and participant in the first ASB, took on the challenge of contacting 
some of these students and had them share ways in which ASB has stayed an important part of their lives.

All of us who participate in ASB find our lives changed in meaningful and surprising ways. Here are a few of those stories.

Knowing the beauty and diversity of this state, I knew that it could provide a study 
abroad experience at home for the students who took part.

-Christine Sticker, Director, Pipeline Project



Megan Salmon
Investment Banker

My time with Pipeline and ASB are 
touchstones for me.  When I think about 
college that’s one of the things that 
immediately come to mind. You have 
the social aspects and the academic 
aspects but there needs to be that space 
for them to occupy that’s productive 
and helpful and allows you to grow; 
those spaces are few and far between. 
Pipeline in particular is such a special 
place.   I’d be remiss if I didn’t attribute 

a lot of what I’ve 
accomplished, the 
way I think about 
people, and the 
way I’m supposed 
to operate in 
the community 
to Pipeline and 
programs like 
Pipeline.

and Some Special Friends of Alternative Spring Break
Vincent Gonzalez
UW Office of Minority Affairs

It’s about reflecting with your group about your 
experiences and noticing in such a short period of time, 
its remarkable that you can have such an impact on a 
school, classroom, or community 
and know that that same 

community has had such an impact on you as well.

 [Pipeline ASB] really shaped my view of myself as an educator 
and mentor, as somebody that had something important to 
contribute to others.  That shaped my future in a really profound 
way because I continue to do that kind of work and continue to 
believe in my ability to do that kind of work well.

Monika Jones
Journalist, PhD Student

Monika (CHID ‘04) volunteered with ASB 
for three years and (pictured in Brewster), 
she later relocated to Istanbul, Turkey 
where she worked 
as a journalist and 
taught primary school. 

Inspired by ASB’s book 
making project, Monika designed a 6-week science-based 
inquiry project that included book-making, photography and 
hands-on experimentation for her students. She now works as an 
independent journalist and is in a doctoral program, studying the
social impact of the internet for learning at Central European 
University in Budapest, Hungary.  



Zack Savich
Poet

Working with a small community has been helpful to me in a lot of things I’ve done in just knowing how 
much you don’t know and helping in ways that go beyond what’s expected of you, getting to know 
different people and learning the way things work; that was a very valuable experience for me. I’ve 
kept teaching in a lot of different forms since then, and I’ve learned in the ASB program how far energy 
can take you; going into a classroom and discovering forms that could otherwise be delivered through 
lecture, that’s the style of teaching that I do now with everything I do, discovering with the students 
through a common journey and good energy, through experience.  

Since I’ve left Seattle, I’ve gotten a Masters in Fine Arts from the University of Iowa in poetry writing, spent some time 
teaching in Iowa, the Midwest and Italy.  Again, the experience  of working as a guest teacher with all the stuff from ASB 
has helped me since then. Now I’ve gone back to graduate school for English at the University of Massachusetts.

The primary benefit that sticks out to me about ASB is the chance to connect academic thought to professional ways of 
thought to community service to personal relationships with other students and also people who are of different ages 
and different backgrounds from you.

Solmaz Mohadjer
Teachers Without Borders

I have incorporated my ASB experiences with bookmaking into several projects I’ve organized 
both as a graduate student at the University of Montana and in my current position as Director of 
Emergency Education at Teachers Without Borders (TWB). In Tajikistan, I have used bookmaking as 
a codification tool to help students reinforce concepts they learned from an earthquake education 
course I instructed in Dushanbe in the winter of 2008. Students used information from this course 
to write, illustrate and publish stories about individuals or communities affected by damaging 
earthquakes. In Sichuan, China, I have used bookmaking as a psychosocial support activity in 
temporary schools with traumatized students who survived the devastating 
2008 Sichuan earthquake. The goal of these bookmaking activities was to 

create a flexible and creative environment where students can comfortably share stories about their schools and dreams 
before, during, and after the 2008 earthquake. Also in Sichuan, I used bookmaking as part of a science education project 
to help students see themselves as scientists. The students were asked to complete the sentence “If I were a scientist...” 
and allowed to elaborate on their selected answers through storytelling. Bookmaking has since become an integral 
component of TWB’s Teacher’s Guide to Earthquake Education. 

For more stories, visit: www.vimeo.com/pipeline

WORDS FROM CHRISTINE & FRIENDS



10 years

510 UW undergraduates

10 rural and tribal communities

thousands of elementary, middle and high school students
 

countless friendships made and lives changed
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BREW
STER

This year, five undergraduates from the University of 
Washington ventured to the small rural town of Brewster 
to collaborate with 8th graders on literacy arts projects. 
In only three days, the students wrote stories, essays, and 
poems about how they dream the world, bound them into 
books, and illustrated them. Students enjoyed voicing their 
opinions on topics ranging from college plans to dress 
codes, immigration to the marine habitat. During the last 
two days of the week, ten 8th grade students returned to 
school to explore their community and personal identity 
through photography.

Team members: Robin Lawson, Ishita Mitra, Tammy Lee, 
Abbie Tenry, Andrew Chesterfield

literacy arts
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BREWSTER l i teracy ar ts
Dreaming My World 
Kelsey M.

My dream is to become an actress. The first 
thing I’m doing is my resume and head shots. I 
already have an agent and I have a meeting with 
her April 11th. I also need to get good grades 
and go to a good college. It’s not required but 
it would be a good experience. I make movies 
with my friends and act out the characters for 
practice.

Dreaming the World  
Alondra A.

My dream is to change the world. War—No 
more dead people, children holding guns or 
wandering to their moms or dad. No more 
mothers suffering for losing their child because 
of the war. We should all just accept other 
people for how they are. Pollution—They should 
stop cutting down trees 
and throwing dangerous 
chemicals into the 
atmosphere. We ourselves 
are killing the world. The 
future children won’t have 
a beautiful world to live 
in. We have to recycle. 
Immigration—Students 
who don’t have papers 
should still be able to 
graduate and be able to 
have a good education. 
Parents who don’t have 
papers and their child was 
born there shouldn’t be 
separated. The children 
suffer. Now that parents are 

losing their jobs and aren’t 
able to feed their children.

Goal: The Dream Begins! 
Marco (a.k.a. Tony)
I dedicate this to my little 
brother and I want him to 
actually go somewhere 
with his soccer skills…

My dream is to be a 
professional soccer player. 
To get to be this is to practice a lot and train 
hard. In the practices I will have to work hard in 
my position for midfielder, to give good passes, 
have control of the ball, and have speed. Then 
once I’m good I need a scout to come watch 
me play. Then I need to try out. Then once I’m 
chosen, I’m in the reserves and I’ll have to wait 
on the bench but if I practice hard with the 
team, then I will be able to play in the games. 

My dream is to be with Real 
Madrid to play alongside with 
Cristiano Ronaldo.

About the Author: Well when 
I grow up I want to be an 
awesome soccer player. My 
favorite color is green. My 
favorite food is pizza!!! I wrote 
this because soccer is my 
life, it’s my passion, it’s in my 
blood… My name is Marco.

Dream Life 
Judith 
I dedicate this to my parents 
who want me to succeed and be 
someone in my life.

I dream to live in 
everybody’s heart forever. 
For that I want to find 
a cure for cancer, the 
disease is incurable. After 
getting my profession 
as a doctor, I will take 
a chef course to learn 
cooking basics. I’d love to 
have a family with many 
nephews for them and 
my sisters would gather 

in my ranch in Texas, where they’ll stay in my 
home. But most of all I would love to live a full 
and long life.

About the Author: I was born and raised in 
Brewster, Washington. Currently I’m 14 years old. 
I have 1 younger and 2 older sisters. I listen to 
music to not deal with any stress.

Dreaming the World 
K.

There are many struggles that families and 
people in general go through but nothing beats 
being deported back to Mexico by immigration. 
Many people think that immigrants should be 
taken back but they don’t understand how bad 
it affects the families and the communities. 
When I was 11 years old, my best friend’s mom 
got deported back to Mexico. It started off 
as a regular day. We were hanging out at the 
park until 6 pm. We walked home together 
and at around 9:30 pm I got a phone call from 
my friend D. She was crying and I couldn’t 
understand anything she was saying. When she 
calmed down she told me that immigration 
had come for her mom. One of her co-workers 
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had called immigration on her mom. I couldn’t 
understand how someone could do that to a 
family, how someone could hurt a family like 
that. After her mom got to Mexico, D. got a 
plane ticket to Mexico. She wanted to move 
with her mom in Mexico. They have to stay 
in Mexico for 4 to 5 years until D.’s older sister 
could be old enough to help her mother get 
papers. They’re not the only family affected by 
immigration. Three months ago Gebbers farm, 
which is a packing shed where many people 
work including some of my relatives, fired all 
immigrants, people who don’t have papers or a 
green card. Gebbers didn’t really care about how 
that was going to affect people, but then again 
they didn’t have a choice. Many of the workers 
had children and families to support to buy 
them clothes and food. Right now many people 
want to go back to Mexico. Immigrants came 
here to give their children a better life, better 
than what they’ve lived and many people don’t 
get that. Immigration visits Brewster a lot. 

About the Author: My name is K. I’m 13 years 
old. I have a 15 year old brother named A. and a 
3 year old sister, E. We were all born and raised 
in Brewster, Washington. It’s a small town with 

only a couple of stores, 2 
Mexican stores, a market, 
3 clothing stores, a couple 
more stores, but I don’t 
really know much about 
them. 

I go to Brewster High 
School. In my free time 
I like to hang out with 
my friends and go to 
McDonalds and the 
Community Pool.

Immigration 
Y.
The immigration is a big 
thing for lots of people. Something I would 
change to make it fair is by making a law that 
gives us the right to stay here with our family 
and to work. Not to be afraid of getting caught. 
Another thing I would change is racism. People 
judge before they get to know, just by our skin 
color, hair and way of speaking. We should be 
treated the same way as others. 

Dreaming the World 
Marcos 

I think racism is a problem in this world 
because it affects a lot of people mentally 
and physically. Some people take it very 
seriously. Environmental issues are a problem 
because cutting down trees really affects the 
environment and the animals that have an 
effect on trees. Poverty is not a good thing in 
this world. One main problem in this world is 
war. War is very destructive and violent. It affects 
people’s homes and lives. Also with the weapons 

we have now, I wouldn’t be 
surprised if a nuclear war 
wiped out a fraction of the 
population of all mankind.

Dreaming the World   
Edwin 

I would like to change or 
help the marine animals. Oil 
tankers are affecting them a 
lot. It’s a lot of poison being 
thrown into our ocean. The 
oil tankers should be more 
careful with the way they 
transport the oil. Lots of the 
time the accident happens 

when they are unloading the oil. And fishermen 
should be more careful with picking up their 
nets, because I once read a book where a seal 
got its head caught in a net when it was small 
so when it grew up it cut through its skin. Just 
imagine how harmful that would be. And birds 
cannot fly with oil on them, which is like taking 
soccer away from me. The coastlines are the 
most affected, crabs, mussels, snails are very, 
very harmed. But whales are the most affected 
of all. Many whales have died because of oil 
spills. And whales are amazing mammals, and 
we would not like to never see them again. So 
a way we can all help is to use the car a little 
less and walk more, and we should not be using 
energy when we don’t need it. And we will be 
helping the ocean mammals and our world.

About the Author: Hey, I am Edwin. Nice, huh. I 
am a boy that loves to be with my family. I play 
and joke around with them. I hate soccer, it is a 
boring game. But I love football, the real football 

BREWSTER l i teracy ar ts
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with 11 men on each team. I love to play with 
my friends. I also love sea creatures. I think they 
are amazing. I hope you really paid attention 
to my story, and you help these amazing sea 
creatures.

Dreaming My World 
Hunter
I dedicate this book to Josh.

My family has orchards and packing sheds here 
in Brewster. I have lots of family here and most 
of them have orchards too. My dad is one of the 
owners of the big shed in Brewster. We pack our 
fruit and other people’s fruit too. We pack almost 
any fruit you can think of. Sometimes we pack 
4-5 different kinds of fruit in one day. Recently 
we have had warm weather early on this year, 
which is scaring most of the growers. Mostly 
because early warm weather sometimes makes 
the trees bud a lot earlier than usual. This could 
make an early harvest which is sometimes good. 
Because if you have early harvest then you could 
make more money than if your harvest is at the 
same time as everyone else’s then you would 
get less money. Early warm weather could also 
be a bad thing, because it could make the buds 
come out and then it could get cold and freeze 
them out and that kills your entire crop. Farming 

orchards is my dad’s life and my family’s life 
too.

About the Author: My name is Hunter. I live 
in Brewster, WA. I’m 15. My favorite sports 
are basketball, football, and swimming. My 
favorite color is red. I recommend this book to 
everyone in the world.

My Life 
Chandler 

I dedicate this book to my family and friends who 
have always been there for me. 

I live on a ranch outside of Brewster. We have 
cows and horses. During the winter, all of our 
cows are home, and we feed them every day. In 
the summer, we turn our cows out so they can 
graze on the pasture. In the summer, we also 
have to move cows from pasture to pasture to 
make sure they have enough 
grass so they can eat. We 
usually move our cows while 
we ride our horses.  We ride 
most in the Fall and in the 
Spring. In the Fall, we bring 
all of our cows in, and in 
the Spring, we take them to 
the pasture. Our horses stay 
by our house all the time 
in case we need to bring a 
cow and calf in to doctor it. 
When I grow up, I hope to 
run the ranch with my brothers. When I am not 
helping out on the ranch, or riding my horse, I 
enjoy playing basketball and hanging out with 
my friends.

About the Author: My name is Chandler and I 

am a student at Brewster High School.  I am 13 
years old and I live on the outside of Brewster.  
I like to ride horses, play basketball, and hang 
out with friends.  I recommend this book to 
everyone.

Dreaming the World 
Alex
I dedicate this book to my best friend, Juan.

I want to be a chef when I grow up. I like 
cooking. I like making food and eating food. 
My brother is a chef and he’s taught me about 
seasonings. I like making pancakes. I put 
blueberries on my pancakes. To become a chef, 
I need to finish high school.  I need to get good 
grades. After high school, I’m going to go to 
culinary school. I want to be a pastry chef.  I 
want to learn to make pies, cakes, and all kinds 
of desserts. After culinary school, hopefully I can 

open my 
own bakery.
I also want 
to have 
a family 
and travel. 
I want 
to travel 
around 
the world. 
While I am 
traveling, 

I want to 
learn about other foods.

About the Author: My name is Alejandro. I’ve 
lived in Brewster my whole life. My hobbies are 
soccer, cooking, and singing.

BREWSTER l i teracy ar ts
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Dreaming My World 
Margie 
I dedicate this book to all my friends, especially 
Smurf.  And Carl, I love you.

I recommend this book to my friends, with 
whom I spend all of my time, and my family.
My name is Margie and I live in Brewster, 
Washington.  Brewster is a very small town 
and there isn’t much to do. We used to have a 
movie theater that was open on the weekends 
that my friends and I would go to, but it closed 
down because they weren’t making enough 
money. Now, if you want to go to a movie or 
do anything else like that, you have to go to 
Omak, Chelan, or Wenatchee. Those are the 
nearest towns to go shopping or see a movie.  
The nearest one is 30 minutes away. We are just 
going to have to wait for someone who wants to 
invest their time and money into that business.
My friends are Jocelyn, Gaby, Brette, Chandler, 
and Markie. We pass the time by playing sports 
together.  We all love playing volleyball and 
basketball, and Markie and I do swim team in 
the summer.

About the Author: My name is Margie and I was 
born in Bozeman, Montana.  I am currently 14 
years old and live in Brewster, Washington with 
my parents, horse, and three dogs. I like to play 
volleyball, basketball, swim, and read for fun.

Dreaming the World…  
K. 

My dream is for all my family to be together and 
happy. I would like immigration problems to 
stop. I would like all my family to have jobs and 
homes. When I grow up I would love to have 

lots of money to 
help all my family 
and buy a house 
for my parents. I 
would love to own 
a business where 
my family can 
work. I would like 
to end deportation 
problems. If 
deportations were 
stopped, all the 
families would be 
together. There 
would be more 
children not 
separated from 
their parents and all 
the children would 
be happy.

About the Author: My name is K. I was born 
in Red Bluff, California. I lived in California for 
about one year and came to Brewster since 
all my family lives here. My favorite sports are 
basketball and soccer. When I was young, I loved 
watching Teletubbies and even though I only 
had one movie, I never got tired of watching it. 
Since I loved Teletubbies, I had all four of them.
I am 14 years old and I go to Brewster Middle 
School. In my free time, I love baking food and 
spending time with my family and friends.

Dreaming the World… 
Kristina

I want to go to UW for sports medicine, because 
I love sports, and I would love to help people 
when they pull a muscle or anything when they 

play sports. I want to get a 
scholarship for track, especially 
in javelin because I love the 
event and I’m pretty good at it. 
I would want to have a career 
for coaching in track because 
I would love to help the kids 
in events and running. I also 
would like to have a career in 
sports medicine physician, so 
I can help people with their 
injuries in sports. I want to get 
married to the guy that really 
gets me, who knows me, and 
who loves me. I want to have 
5 kids or more because 6 kids 
make a volleyball team but 5 
will be okay. My dream is to 

record a song because I do love 
to sing and I would love to record a song. I want 
to get a lot of scholarships so it will be easier to 
pay for college, especially since I want to go to a 
4-year college. I want to go to UW because I love 
the college. I love the team, they have a good 
doctor-wise school, and I love the HUSKIES! I 
want to keep my grades up by studying all the 
time, getting good grades, and getting good 
grades on my tests.

Dreaming My World… 
A. 

I would like to change immigration laws. Raise 
minimum wage or make everybody even. 
How? Talk to teachers, talk to mayors, make a 
survey, talk to people, research. Immigration 
will separate families that have been living in 
US for almost all their life. Kids are left orphans. 
Some people are making more money and 
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other people get less money. Money can make 
life easier. People that have money spend it 
on clothes, while other people wish to have 
that money to at least 
get a 12 pack of eggs. I 
think citizenship passes 
should be easier to get. 
I think that people that 
are making a living 
should stay and deport 
people that are selling 
terrible things to people 
that is deadly. 

I think that in a couple 
of years, if Washington 
still keeps up the 
deportation of good people, Washington will be 
nothing because mostly all the people that are 
working in orchards and Walmarts are all people 
that the government is deporting. People just 
throw away money by buying things that you 
will only wear once in your life. I wouldn’t mind 
if all the rich people would give their money 
for orphanages, or charities, or even to people 
living under bridges. The people who do give 
money for good causes will get rewarded by 
God, by giving them a place in heaven. Or God 
will bless you in so many ways.

About the Author: Hi. My name is A. AKA The Eye 
Monster and we all know why. For a living I go to 
school. My hobbies are in the fall I play football, 
in the winter I play basketball and wrestling, in 
spring and summer I like to play baseball and 
go swimming. My favorite sport is baseball. At 
this point I am 13 years old but on May 24 I will 
be 14 years old. I live in a small town named 
Brewster. We are known for orchards, and a 

good basketball program. My favorite color is 
green. My favorite TV show is The Queens or 
Queens.

Dreaming the World 
Josh 
I dedicate this book to 
my family, friends, and 
Alexis.

I recommend this 
book to everyone 
in the whole wide 
world and Margie, and 
Chandler, and Gaby, 
and Alexis.  Mostly 
Alexis.

I play basketball, football, and track and live 
outside of town. I grew up with three brothers. 
In my community where I grew up, I want to 
stop all of the violence, cut down 
on the gangs, and upgrade our 
community as for what we can 
do. I go boating and swimming 
and just hang out with my 
friends for fun.  We just try to 
find stuff to do. I want bike 
trails for biking and walking, a 
movie theater, and a small town 
life. My best friends are Hunter, 
Adrian, Chandler, Margie, Gaby, 
Brette, and Alexis.  All of my friends have a blast 
when we spend time together.

About the Author: Hello Readers, My name is 
Josh.  I am a 14 year-old boy who enjoys being 
very active.  I currently attend Brewster High 
School and have been going there my whole 
life.  My favorite sport is football because you 

get to hurt people.  My favorite color is orange.

Pros and Cons of the 
Brewster Lifestyle 
Kole 
I dedicate this book to the town of Brewster.  You 
know I love you.  I also dedicate this to all my 
friends.  You guys drive me crazy, but you’re still 
awesome.

Brewster has a lot of things that most people 
wouldn’t care about. It has the small-town life. 
With small-town life, you always have a cozy 
feeling inside. You always know everyone in 
town. News always travels fast. The small-town 
lifestyle is what I would want to always stay 
the same. Brewster is definitely not a big town.  
Most people would say, “No, I don’t want to live 
in a small town.  There wouldn’t be anything 
to do.”  But this is actually a good thing about 

Brewster. In 
Brewster, 
you come 
up with 
things to 
do like go 
hiking or 
swimming 
or bike 
riding.  In 
big towns, 

people are always hanging out at the mall.  That 
seems like it would get boring really quickly. 
That is also a bad thing about Brewster. So 
basically Brewster is almost like a typical town. 
No towns, just like people, are ever perfect. 
Every town has its flaws: long distance driving 
and expensive groceries—and its perks: the 
cozy feeling of the small-town life, the ease of 
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finding something to do. Again, no town is ever 
perfect, but to me, my community comes close.

About the Author: My name is Kole.  I have 
blonde hair and blue-green eyes.  I wear glasses 
and have braces. What I like to do in most of 
my spare time is read or go on the computer. 
My favorite sport is tae kwon do. I have been 
doing it for over a year. I did AAU basketball for 
four years and softball for two of those years. I 
have lived my 13 year-old life in the small town 
of Brewster, Washington. My favorite colors are 
pink, blue, purple, and black.

How I Change or Imagine the World…  
Jessica

The way I would imagine the world is as a 
beautiful and peaceful place with lots of 
trees, hills with tall grass, and having the right 
temperature, not too hot or too cold. There 
shouldn’t be any endangered species or harm 
done to them, but nature shouldn’t just be 
beautiful. I would also imagine the world as a 
place where everyone got along and set aside 
their differences. Everyone should be allowed 
to go anywhere they want, being able to travel 

to many places, because that would be 
one of my goals in life. But the one thing 
I would like to happen in the real world is 
accomplishing our dreams and making them 
true. That’s how I imagine the world.

Together  
Sally 
I dedicate this book to my family for always 
being there. For listening, caring, and being 
funny. Laughter is the best medicine.

My family
Fun
Communication
Love
Picnics in the Park
Swimming in the Lake
Eating a Birthday Cake
Going out to eat
Outside grilling meat
Take care of your brother
You won’t have another
Ricky’s very hyper
Change Alex’s diaper
Together
Eating popsicles
In 95 degree weather
Cooking with my Mom
Building with my Dad
Laughing with my Sister
Volleyball outside
Going for a car ride
Winter
Chocolate Chip Cookies
Hot Chocolate
Talking to Each Other
Love
Living

Laughing
Altogether.

About the Author: My name is Sally and I was 
born in the calm and my favorite color changes 
about every month. I have the best Mom and 
Dad, the most impatient sister, and my two little 
brothers are the biggest troublemakers. I like 
reading, volleyball, and the smell after it rains.

Dreaming My World 
Judith 
I would dedicate this book to my dad. He is one of 
the best dads on earth.

Ever since I was a little girl I wanted to be a 
doctor. When I was little I would play doctor 
with my friends and sister and I always loved it. 
This inspired me because when I see doctors 
saving other peoples life it makes me feel really 
good. If there were not any doctors, people that 
were sick would die. I would want to do the 
same thing and save other people’s lives. I would 
go to college and study about it. I believe that 
my wish will come true. The kind of doctor that 
I would be is one that helps people even if they 
don’t have enough money to pay. I really do not 
care about the money; I just care about helping 
people. That’s what I want to do when I grow up.

About the Author: My name is Judith and I am 
14 years old. I live in Brewster, Wa. I have 1 sister 
and 7 brothers. I have a best friend and her 
name is Susi. She has been my best friend since 
second grade. She is one of my best friends that 
I have. My dad owns two stores in Bridgeport. I 
have a pet and it’s a bird.

BREWSTER l i teracy ar ts



18

TEAM REFLECTIONS

Tammy Lee
As a college student attending a world class 
institution located in a metropolitan city, I 
thought I had access to all kinds of information. 
The whole “learning outside the classroom” 
cliché seemed outdated. Besides, Brewster is a 
nearby town; how different could it be?

It turns out that I misjudged Brewster far off the 
scale. Walking onto the Brewster Junior High 
campus was just like walking onto any other 
campus...girls gossiping and boys teasing. But 
when it came down to one-on-one interactions, 
I found that each individual student had goals, 

dreams, and concerns that are different from 
people I regularly meet in my college world. 
Each student found some kind of passion or 
appreciation that other people tend to overlook 
or take for granted. These students found joy 
in nature, sports, family, and friends; the simple 
things that make life vibrant. Their thoughts and 
perceptions were so pure and rooted so deep 
in their hearts that when they were expressed, 
a more true reflection of identity could be 
seen. While many of them felt that Brewster is 
a small town with little to do, most admitted 
that they would like to continue living there. 
The appreciation they have for their community 
makes them attached to the unique culture that 
thrives there. 

My trip to Brewster was more rewarding than 
I had anticipated. There were many elements I 
had discovered that I would have never been 
able to obtain through outside research. The 
coolest part? The students actually 
enjoyed our visit. 

Andrew Chesterfield
This trip was an amazing 
opportunity to see how different 
education can be in different 
parts of the state.  Helping our 
students was my favorite part, 
especially forcing them to think 
further on their ideas; it was when 
they shined most.  Giving a small 
amount of time to each student, I 
feel, makes a huge difference.

Abbie Tonry
ASB was such a fun and rewarding experience 
and spending time with the students as well as 
my team has made it a memorable spring break. 

A few memories include long car rides, holding a 
baby goat, riding a horse, celebrating birthdays, 
team dinners, movie nights, spending time in 
the grocery store to typing stories late into the 
evening, printing too many pictures, playing 
raisin face with the students, watching too many 
games of soccer, and conducting the classroom. 
Getting to know the people of Brewster has 
really been a learning experience. I will take 
away the wholesomeness and experience this 
program has offered me and the ability to 
strengthen my own characteristics not only as a 
person, but as a future teacher as well.

Robin Jones
I am so glad I had the opportunity to participate 
in ASB this year. Traveling to Brewster, I got to 
explore a new area of the state and work with 
junior high students to write about things 
important to them—their life, their community, 
and their world. It was amazing hearing some 

of their stories 
and talking 
with them 
about their 
dreams. In the 
three days that 
we spent in 
the classroom, 
the students 
wrote about 
what they 
want to be 
when they 
grow up, what 
they like about 
their town 

and how they would improve it, and changes 
they’d like to see in the world. Some writing 
was lighthearted and fun, while others were 
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serious and heart wrenching. Either way, it was 
clear that the students enjoyed the opportunity 
to voice their thoughts. The last two days of 
the week, ten students spent the first days of 
their spring break with us, taking photos and 
playing games. During this time, we got to build 
upon the relationships we’d developed during 
the prior school days and get to know the kids 
even better. By the end of the week, we felt like 
we belonged. Everyone we met was extremely 
welcoming and eager to teach us about life in 
Brewster. (We even got to ride horses and visit 
a family farm!) I don’t think I’ll ever forget the 
week I spent in that small town, but I especially 
want to remember the students and the 
lessons they taught us: about adapting to your 
surroundings, facing challenges, and making the 
most with what you’ve been given.

Ishita Mitra
A lot of people will ask you why on earth 
you would ever give up your spring break to 
volunteer in a middle school in Brewster, WA. 
I would have thought the same thing, if it 
hadn’t been one of the most memorable and 
rewarding times of my college experience. It 
may seem like a trivial job, making books with 
students about their dreams for the future...it 
is anything but. The week was full of setbacks, 
challenges, decisions, and the struggle to 
motivate, but it was also filled with laughs, 
friendships, the breaking down of stereotypes, 
and new understandings of the education 
system. I remember being in 8th grade when 
all I wanted to do was go shop with my friends, 

straighten my hair, talk on the phone, etc. I had 
no idea about most of the events that went 
on in the world, nor did I care because I had 
the luxury of not having to worry about things 
like that. After spending the week talking to 
kids at Brewster Bears Junior High School and 
listening to their stories, at times  I felt as though 
I was talking to students my own age. The 8th 
graders knew so much about news such as 
immigration laws, but also moral values such as 
discrimination, sacrifice, and selflessness; things 
that I learned only as I grew older and saw more 
of the world. Some of their stories broke my 
heart, some of their stories made me laugh, 
some of their stories made me wish we had had 
more time to work on the books, but all of their 
stories reminded me that there is always more 
than meets the eye. 

I AM FROM AN ASB EXPERIENCE

Dear future Robin, Tammy, Abbie, Andrew, and 
Ishita,

This week we worked with the 8th graders at 
Brewster Junior/Senior High. We talked with 
them about what they want to be when they 
grow up, issues affecting their community, and 
changes they would like to see. We got to know 
them on a personal level and saw how they 
perceived school, their teachers, and what they 
think is fair. We realized just how lucky we had 
it and how different school could be for people 
from other towns. Despite the complications 
that we were faced with, we strived to 
communicate with the teachers and use other 
resources to meet our commitments.

We would like to remember what a good time 
we had with the kids once we got to know 
them. We would like to remember how well 
developed their personalities are and how 
matures, open, and accepting they are with their 
peers. We would like to remember how they do 
not judge each other or trash talk each other. 
We would like to remember the challenges that 
are inherent in the education system and how 
difficult it can be to make necessary changes 
from within. In general we would just like to 
remember the kids, their dreams and ambitions, 
and their obstacles.

Love,
Ishita, Tammy, Abbie, Andrew, and Robin

BREWSTER
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LA PUSH

The 1st-8th grade students of the Quileute Tribal School participated 
in the fifth Environmental Alternative Spring Break during the week 
of March 22nd to the 26th, 2010.  Hands-on activities that included 
themes like mobility of different animals, the diversity of life and pH 
were prepared by our team.  Students developed hypotheses and 
observations for these activities, allowing them to apply the concepts 
that they learned throughout the week.  The following pages feature 
some of the lesson plans that were taught and materials created by 
the Quileute students.

Team members: Lamai Cox, Chelsey Jay, Kelly Wilkinson, Alex Win, 
Marissa Smith 
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1ST-2ND GRADE
Our team focused on the 
diverse types of mobility 
among various animals.  
Each day, the students 
learned about a different 
species and observed their 
movement.  The species we 
examined during the week 
included pill bugs, sea stars, 
worms and birds.  

Each group had a bunch of pill bugs and 
worms in a box and had the chance to engage 
in on-hands interactions with these creatures 
in order to gain a better understanding of 
their unique type of movement in a particular 
condition.

For the sea star activity, the 1st-2nd graders 
used a straw to transport mini marshmallows 
from one cup to another.  This activity 
demonstrated how sea stars use suction to 
move.  

On the last day, the students 
learned about the different 
types of flight that birds use 
to get from place to place and 
were able to display these 
flight patterns themselves in 
the school gym.  Following 
this activity, each student got 
to create his or her very own 
wings to wear.  

3RD-4TH GRADE
Each day, the students of the 3rd-4th grade 
took on the challenging task of learning 

about the different kingdoms to gain a better 
grasp on the diversity of life.  Their curriculum 
included conducting experiments with yeast 
and soda, examined spinach leaves through 
the lens of a microscope, learned about the 
salmon life cycle and how salmon find their 
way back to their 
home streams and 
built terrariums 
out of soda bottles.  
The main goal 
of the week was 
to show how all 
of these species 

interact with one 
another to create 
a successful 
and functioning 
ecosystem.    

5TH-8TH 
GRADE

During the week, the 5th-8th-grade class 
observed and discussed the pH scale and 
what kind of affects a changing pH has on 

the environment.  
The students 
made predictions 
on what would 
happen if soils 
and the ocean 
got more acidic, 
monitored 
the growth of 
plants that were 
treated with “acid 
rain” (vinegar), 
took the pH of 
different liquids 
and observed 

plants under the 
microscope while learning about osmosis.  

By the end of the week, 
the students were able to 
identify the importance of the 
environment around them and 
apply that to their daily lives.  

L APUSH
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My Sea Star...
1st-2nd Grade

My sea star is going to the ocean to 
find food clams. – Dakota

My sea star is 
going to the 
Pacific Ocean. 
– Damon

My sea star is 
going to the 

Pacific Ocean to go eat another sea 
star because he was starving. 
–Jerrid

My sea star is going to Hawaii. 
-Chenoa

My sea star is going to the 
beach to eat  – Cameron 

My sea star is 
going to Ruby 
beach. She’s 
going to stick 
on a rock and 
after that she’s 
going to eat. – 
Ruby

My sea star is going to play with her 
friends. Her name is Carilinea. 
– Maggie

My sea star 
is going to 
a rock in 
China. 
– 
Tahahawat

My sea star 
is going to the Hoh River. 
– Mya

My sea star name is going to be 
Stephanie. She is 

going to the Jame’s 
island. She’s going 
to play with her 
best friend. 
- Kenneth

My sea star 
is going to 
Tacoma. 
– Austin

My sea star is 
going to the 
Pacific Ocean to 
go see his brother and sister. – Amy

My sea star 
is going to 
find friends. 
– Darrin

My sea star 
is on a rock 

in the ocean in China and eating three 
sea stars. 
– Tyrone

My sea star is running away from the 
three headed monster. 
– Malikai

L APUSH
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TEAM REFLECTIONS
Marissa Smith
Recalling the week I spent teaching at the Quileute 
Tribal School, there are so many highlights 
and “Kodak” moments, it is difficult to decide 
which to share here. This was the fourth time I 
traveled to La Push over Spring Break to teach 

environmental education. Each time I am struck 
by the welcoming atmosphere of the school 
and community, manifested on many occasions 
but most notably at the community drum circle 
on Wednesday night.  One of the 2nd graders 
we had been teaching that week, pulled two 
teammates and me into the drum circle, lined 
us up, and instructed us in the traditional song 
and dance.  In exchange for allowing us to share 
in their Native songs, dances and culture, we 
brought them a science curriculum packed with 
hands-on activities, challenging concepts, and 
fun experiments.  I’m thrilled seeing 1st  and 2nd 
graders squeal with delight over their worms and 
pill bugs, the 3rd and 4th graders pulling each 

other behind the lens of the microscope because 
“you’ve gotta see this!!!!” and the 5th through 8th  
graders demonstrating facility with topics such as 
osmosis and pH.  I owe a debt of gratitude to the 
Quileute people, the UW’s Pipeline Project and my 
fellow teammates for giving me this opportunity.

Chelsey Jay
The time had come where our group was 
finally headed off to La Push for Environmental 
Alternative Spring Break 2010.  So many feelings 
and emotions were running through me as we 
were driving to the Olympic Natural Resource 
Center.  I knew that this week would be a truly 
remarkable one that I would never forget.  
Thinking back on the week that I spent with the 
Quileute students, community and my teammates, 
I feel so blessed to have been a part of this 
Alternative Spring Break.  The Quileute students 
and community 
welcomed us 
with open hands, 
including us in 
their culture and 
community while 
we taught an 
environmental 
science based 
curriculum to 
the 1st through 
8th grades.  The 
students’ interest 
and enthusiasm for the experiments that we did 
brought a sense of pure happiness and joy to my 
day because I got to interact and connect with 

them.  The students and community taught me so 
much about themselves and their traditions and 
for that I am truly grateful to the Quileute people 
for their 
hospitality.  
When I think 
back on this 
experience, I 
will remember 
all the hard 
work that 
made it 
possible, my 
supportive 
teammates, 
and especially 
the Quileute community who have made a 
positive impact on my life.   

Kelly Wilkinson
I was amazed by how welcoming the 
Quileute Tribal School and similarly, 
LaPush community was towards our 
team. The experience as a whole 
was incredibly difficult but just as 
rewarding. We had the opportunity 
to talk with a lot of the members of 
the Quileute tribe and it was really 
eye opening. My favorite of all the 
lessons we taught was a lesson we 
did with the 5th through 8th graders 
about ocean acidification. Relating 

experiments and concepts to what is going on 
right outside in the ocean was eye opening.
Being able to share my love of environmental 
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science with kids was remarkable and is an 
experience I will always remember. I really 
appreciate everyone who made this Alternative 
Spring Break possible.

Lamai Cox
Traditionally many think Native Americans are 
known for their sustainability. So who are we, 
20-some year old college students, to tell the 
youngest of the Quileute population how to live 
with the environment - and treat it well? Though 
we were the “environmental” ASB group, we did 
not just lecture about how to live “greener.” Rather, 
we introduced a different part of science to the 
students by digging into topics including sea stars 
and salmon. It was useful to relate native species; 
the kids immediately took interest in them. 

However, we didn’t just go to La Push to teach, 
we were invited into a community to experience 
a vivid culture and learn from one another. The 
Quileute as a people are so welcoming. I’ve been 
to many other countries including Japan and 
Thailand yet it was this group of students and the 
surrounding community that displayed the most 
pride I’ve ever been introduced to. I will absolutely 
come back next year and plan for an even 
more engaging week. I know next years’ group, 
including myself, will have a tough time planning 
and creating curriculum but it does not compare 
to all of the hard work Pipeline and the Quileute 
school put into every day. Thank you for the great 
week!

Alex Win
Little did I know the Environmental Alternative 
Spring Break I signed up for would turn out to be 
the most productive, exhausting, action packed 
and memorable spring break of my undergraduate 
career. Five of us put together an interactive 
science curriculum aimed not only to inform but 

also to excite the children about science and show 
how it is connected to the world around them. It 
was very exciting to see the 1st and 2nd graders 
going ballistic over sea star anatomy, or to see the 
curiosity and wonder in the eyes of the 3rd and 
4th graders as they look through the lens of the 
microscope, or to hear the questions raised by 
the 5th to 8th graders as we taught about ocean 
acidification and pH. The Quileute are very proud, 
friendly and welcoming people. It is very touching 
to see the community coming together each 
Wednesday to help out those in need by collecting 
donations, and passing on the traditions through 
performing dances, singing songs in drum circles. 
I am very grateful to UW’s Pipeline Project, my 
awesome teammates, the Quileute people, 
and our sponsors for giving me this amazing 
opportunity. Good times.

L APUSH
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CURLEW

How would we change, impact or better our world if we were in 
charge? At Curlew School, located East of the Cascade Mountains 
and just a few minutes from the Canadian border, the 2nd through 
5th graders considered this question during the week of Alternative 
Spring Break. The stories written describe what we love about our 
world right now, such as friends, family and animals, and also what 
would change if we ruled the world.

Team members: Allison Borte, Jasmine Zhang, Miranda MacLaren, 
Mehra Namiranian.
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CURLEW

If I Ruled the World
Anthony 
I dedicate this story to nature because I love 
the nature PS. I shall bury this in the forest.

If I ruled the world, I would save rain forests 
and make all cities into what they used 
to be. I would stop inhumane cruelty to 
children and animals. I would also stop all 
world hunger for humans and animals. I 
would make houses out of organic items 
except trees. Paint will be make of berries 
and plants. Humans would be immortal 
so they could never die unless they did 
something bad. In my world, all continents 
will be connected and dinosaurs will exist.

 Animals will never die even if they are shot 
or poisoned. 

My life. My life is really good, I live by a big 
creek. I have a great dog named Boe, he is 
a pure breed Australian Shepherd. The best 
thing is that Echo, Stormy, Dylan, James, and 

I can all see spirits. 

If I Ruled the World
Rowan 
I dedicate this book to Zayne, AKA my best 
friend.

If I ruled the world I would get a lot of 
materials to build a machine that would 
make me able to breathe under water. Then I 
would make everybody able to breath under 
water then flood the world. Then I would 
make all of the animals on the earth able to 
breath under water and make all machines 
water proof before I flood the earth. I 
would do this 
because water 
is the only 
place that I can 
think. It is very 
quiet. Except 
all of the fish 
swimming. 
That disturbs 
me and my 
thinking. There 
wouldn’t be 
trains and cars 
making loud sounds. There also wouldn’t 
be pollution to kill wildlife, like plants and 
animals. Then everybody would live happily 
ever after- until a shark came…
Hi, my name is Rowan, I am 10. I like football 
and dogs. I was born in Spokane, WA.

If I Ruled the World 
Quinlan
This book is dedicated to everyone. 

If I ruled the world there would be no gas. 
There will be freedom not war. There will 
be ice cream, books to read, water parks, 
and school playgrounds. There will be toys 
to play with, cars to drive, and solar panels. 
There will be zoos and water animal zoos 
too. There will be mansions to live in. There 
will be no hunting, no music lessons, and no 
guns. 

My name is Quinlan. I’m in Mr. Benson’s class. 
When I grow up I will be an 
ice-cream man. I was born in 
California. I have 3 sisters too.

My Life
Logan
I dedicate this book to my best 
friend Jacob.

Chapter One: The Fun Things
When I grow up I’m going to 
be an engineer with electricity. 
And build planes. Then 

designing weapons for the military. Then I 
will make hot rods. The planes will make it 
so that I can fly with the eagles. The hot rods 
will make it so I will have something to drive 
fast.

Chapter Two: Important Things
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I will name my kids Bob, Bill and 
Olivia. I will start a band called Rocky 
Rail Road. I will be the guitar player 
and singer. The North Pole will be 
where I live. I will make dirt bike 
tracks and snow mobile tracks. The 
money I get I will give to the poor. I 
will build things for the poor cause 
poor people are nice.

Chapter Three: My End
I will write stories for the poor and 
save money for the poor. I will help my 
brother on his farm and my sister too.

My name is Logan. I am 8 years old. I love to 
build things and I’m really funny.

If I Ruled The World
Tara 
I dedicate this book to my best 
friend, Alexis, who always is fun 
to hang out with.

If I ruled the world I would 
make everyone recycle. I would 
make everyone have a friend. 
I would donate money to the 
children in hospitals. I would 
be an ice skater and a teacher. 
I will let everyone have a pet. I 
will make everything that costs 
money into one dollar. I will 
have a horse. Students would 
have to go to camp for school 

in the mountains. Summer would never 
end until February. The sun would never go 
behind the clouds. The flowers would still 
grow even in the winter. 

Tara is seven years old. She likes animals. Her 
favorite color is pink but mostly the colors 

in the rainbow. She 
likes to play Tag and 
Checkers.

My Future
Bethany
I dedicate my book to my 
family and friends.

In the future I will move 
back to Connecticut. 
I will go to Hartford 
College. I will get two 
chocolate labs. I will 
name my dogs Marley 
and Molly. I will become 

a veterinarian and take care of all kinds of 
animals. I hope to save all animals in danger 
such as dogs, cats, horses, etc. I hope to 
inspire all people to follow their dream no 
matter what it is.

Hi. I’m Bethany. I am 10 years old. I am in 5th 
grade. I love animals and my family.

Echo Land
Echo
I dedicate my story to Sundance Streak, the 
best horse ever. 

Echo land is the land in my head. My best 
friends in Echo land are Rileln and Tomes. 
Here is Nelork, Ballacon, purple wolf, horses, 

unicorns and the rainbow horses. Here 
are a few bad ones: nins, red wolves and 
gargoyles. The good guys fight the bad. 
Rileln is a king, but he’s only 11. Tomes is 
commander of the Echo Land Forces. Spar 
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was a really bad guy. Us wizards. Rileln, 
Tomes and I, zapped them.
My name is Echo. I love animals. I ride my 
horse Piranha almost every day. 

When I Grow Up
Hannah
I dedicate this to my friends.

When I grow up I am going to be a designer/
artist. On Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday I am going to design. On 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday I will be 
painting. I am going to be selling clothes 
and paints. I will be selling dresses and 
shoes and shorts and pants and shirts and 
skirts. When I have some money I will buy 
silk for my clothes and art things. I will live in 
my shop.

My dad works on our ranch. It is right by our 
house. I am seven years old and like playing 
volleyball.

One Good Dream
Korin 
I dedicate this book to my Grandpa 
and Grandma Elizabeth and Alan.

If I had one good dream 
it would be about a great, 
beautiful meadow. A meadow 
full of flowers: lilies, roses and 
dandelions. There would be a big 
pond where everybody could be 
free. Lots and lots of trees would 
grow there. There would be a 
steel gate and a great big sign on 
a big tree that said “No Vehicles”. 
It would be the most beautiful 
meadow that anyone has ever 
seen. It would be full of animals. In the pond 
there would be fish and they all will have 
names. 

My name is Korin. My favorite sports are 
soccer, basketball and volleyball. Thanks for 
reading this book.

My World
Truman 
I dedicate this story to my 
dad.

In my world everybody is 
a little green leprechaun. 
And the only pets in the 
world are called tree 
hogs. In fact a tree hog is 
probably the most ugly 

creature you have 
ever seen. It looks 
like a catfish and 
a dog mixed. One 
day a leprechaun 
was out in the 
woods and he 
saw a wild tree 
hog. The wild tree 
hog bit the little 
green leprechaun, 
but the tree 
hog missed so 
the leprechaun 
tamed it.

Hi. I’m Truman. 
My hobby is playing video games with my 
dad.

My World
Shelby 
I dedicate this book to my mom.

In my dream world 
there would be 
wild horse running 
free everywhere, 
and no school, and 
tropical getaways 
with a hot tub in 
every room. In my 
world, all nations 
would get along 
and everybody 
is free and there 
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would be peace.
My name is Shelby 
and I am a student at 
Curlew school. I want 
to tell people what 
my dream is and who 
I am.

My World-Wide 
Wishes
Amara
This book is dedicated 
to my mom, dad, sister, 
friends, school, and 
everyone who loves 
and cares about me. 

If my wishes for the 
world would always come true, I would wish 
that families would always live together, 
not just for me, but also for you. 
If I could have what I wished 
for every day, I would wish that 
everyone would have their way. 
If I wished the world my way, I 
would wish everyone would be 
friendly, every day. If my wishes 
came true every day, It would be 
friends, and we would all go play.

Hi. My name is Amara, and I’m 
going to tell you a little about 
my life. Until I was 7 years old, 
my family lived together, but 
after a couple months, we had to 
move away. I started to write this 

book about me wishing 
that families would live 
together, but it turned out 
being about my wishes for 
the world to be a better 
place. Hope you like 
reading this book as much 
as I liked making it!

Food
Emmett 
I dedicate this book to my 
friends and family.

In my world I would have 
food raining out of the 
sky. The water in the 
rivers, lakes and creeks 

would be made of Mountain Dew Code Red. 
The houses would be made out of pizza.

Gas for the cars 
would be made of 
cherry 7-Up and 
the cars are made 
of gumdrops. 
We would still 
plant fruits and 
vegetables. And 
that’s what’s in my 
world. 

My name is 
Emmett and I 
live in Wacanda, 
Washington in the 
United States of 

America and I like video games. 

If I Could Rule the World
Mayson 
I dedicate this story to my mom and my dad 

for buying me animals and for taking care of 
me.

 If I could rule the world, I would have one 
million horses. I would take every animal 
out of harm. I would have lots of chickens. I 
would have a nice chair to watch them peck 
the ground. Everything would be fair, and 
there would be no killing. No one would be 
rich or poor. Everything would be fair.

My name is Mayson. I am 10 years old. I have 
a brother named Colton and two sisters 
named Katie and Randi. I love animals. I have 
four horses and 20 chickens and one cat 
named Erv.

CURLEW
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TEAM REFLECTIONS
Allison Borte
I was so excited to be a team leader this year 
although I really had no idea what to expect 
during our trip to Curlew. I had never spent 
a whole lot of time in Eastern Washington 
before and it’s amazing how different it is 
from Western Washington. The week was 
really different from my previous 
ASB experience, but I welcomed 
these differences, using them as 
an opportunity to learn. Our team 
had so much fun working with 
the kids, relaxing with our host 
family, and learning all about life 
in Curlew. It was great how happy 
everyone was to have us there and 
how welcoming our host family 
was. They pretty much let us make 
ourselves at home for a week. 
Thanks Jim and Eden! Now that I’m 
so close to graduating, as I reflect 
upon my two ASB experiences, I’m 
so glad to have participated in such 
an enriching program. I have learned so 
much, not only about the communities, but 
about myself as well. 

Miranda MacLaren
In 2009 I spent my first spring break at 
Curlew with no idea what to expect. This 
year I went back to Curlew excited to once 

again have the opportunity to spend my 
break in a beautiful town surrounded by 
trees and rolling hills, with a winding river 
as our guide through the town. It was 
wonderful to see so many of the same 
students from Curlew school, as well as meet 
many great new students. All the kids made 

sure we didn’t spend recess alone, insured 
we were always entertained with their 
stories and jokes, and sent us back to Seattle 
with countless cards, pictures, memories 
and hugs. The community welcomed us 
into their town with open arms as people 
greeted us wherever we went. Our host 
family truly made the experience unique, 

warmly inviting us into their home and 
allowing us to spend countless hours 
playing Pit and treating us like one of their 
own. As I prepare to graduate in June, I 
know my experience with Curlew these past 
two years is one I will carry with me forever. 
I will always remember my time working 
with the kids of Curlew school and making 
books, and I will carry these memories with 
me as I continue on my journey to become 
a teacher. I started ASB looking for a unique 
way to spend spring break and I found the 
best experience of all in a loving community 
full of caring people and students. Thanks 
for all the fantastic times and memories 
Curlew!

Jasmine Zhang
I always love being in the classroom with 
children and have no regrets over my choice 
to spend spring break in Curlew’s tiny K-12 
school. Having never spent much time 
in rural areas before, much less a town as 
tiny as Curlew, this was an eye-opening 
experience for me. The strong sense of 
community within the school and the 
closeness of families in the area made the 
school a different experience than any other 
I have ever been in. Everyday life in Curlew 
is a new world for me, and I loved learning 
about the ways people’s interests, opinions, 
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and activities were both similar and different 
from my own.

Despite the differences of Curlew from 
where I grew up, I found kids will be kids 
everywhere. Working in the classroom 
was a familiar and comfortable routine. 
The children were friendly, rowdy, fun and 
curious. Their stories ranged from light-
hearted and silly -- irresistibly funny -- to 
weighty and deeply touching; more often 
than not they held elements of both. I 
found the process of helping children get 
down their thoughts on the huge theme of 
“Dreaming the World” extremely rewarding. 
Whether the young writers were eager or 
reluctant, proficient or struggling, I saw 
them developing their ideas as they wrote 
-- recognizing things about themselves and 
about their hopes for the world. Sometimes, 
kids would refuse to write, slack off, or 
complain of having no ideas, but drawing 
thoughts out of these kids was perhaps the 
most exhilarating part. When obstinate task 
shirkers will sit down and begin writing, 
or open up to your questions about their 
dreams, that is amazing. Every single one 
of the stories I got to hear taught me 
something new -- about the writers, about 
their worlds, about dreaming. I miss the kids 
already, and if time allows, would love go 
back and see them again next year.

Mehra Namiranian
The ASB experience was absolutely amazing! 
I learned so much in just one week about 

many areas of Washington, the people 
that reside in the areas, and their culture. It 
was a lot of fun working with the kids and 
spending time with them. I feel like I made 
great friendships with all of them, my ASB 
team, and the family we stayed with. This 
experience made my spring break one of the 
best I’ve ever had!

CURLEW
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FORKS

At Forks Elementary, located on the Olympic Peninsula alongside the beautiful 
Olympic National Rainforest, the incredible group of 3rd graders amazed us all with 
their creative hopes and dreams for the world. From the personal to the global to the 
fantastic, their stories both touched our hearts and worked our imaginations. Thanks 
to all the 3rd grade students for a fabulous week!

Team members: Laura Pierson, Katie Stultz, Christine Choi, Dawn Tuason, Jyoti Sharma
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I Dream/Yo Sueño
Melisa
I dedicate this book to Laura and my family.
Este libro está dedicado a Laura y mi familia .

I dream to be a doctor because they save 
people’s lives
Yo sueño ser una doctora porque salvan sus 

vidas.

I dream to be a singer.  My favorite music is 
Capaz de la Cierra.
Yo sueño ser una cantante.  Mi favorita música 
es Capaz de la Cierra.

I dream to go to Mexico and go to Oregon 
because that is where I was born and I want to 
go to school there.
Yo sueño ir a Mexico y ir a Oregon porque es 
donde nací y quiero ir a la escuela alli.  

I wish for the school a little store.  I will buy a 

tamale there.  
Sueño para la escuela una chiquita tienda.

I wish I knew my grandma.  She lived in 
Mexico.  She died and she was my mom’s 
mom.  
Yo deseo conocer mi abuela.  Ella vivía en 
Mexico.  Ella murió, era la mamá de mi mamá. 

I dream to be a teacher because I play at my 
house.
Yo deseo ser maestra porque juego a mi casa.

About the Author
My name is Melisa. I’m 8 years old.  I like to 
read and eat tamales.  I dream to be a doctor, 
teacher, singer and go to Mexico and Oregon.  
I like to go to school and learn.  I like to do 
homework and play outside.
My Dreams
Ethan
I would dedicate this to my Dad who is nice; he 
lives in Mexico.

In my perfect world I would make a rule that 

Mexicans would get to stay in America. My 
dad would get to stay with me so I would not 
have to cry so much.
I would get my dad a house right by my 
house. If I was in trouble, like in a fire, I know I 
would trust him to keep me safe.

I would make my world like a bouncy house. I 
would make my house out of chocolate.

I would tell everyone to pick up after 
themselves and pick up the garbage off of the 

beaches so we would not kill 
the earth.

I would tell people to pick up 
the road so the road would be 
smoother than the last time.

About the Author
Ethan is a handsome little boy 
but sometimes he is a bad boy. 
He is charming and sweet and 
sour at the same time. He is a 
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lovable child. He loves 
his Mom and Dad so 
much. Sometimes he 
acts like a monkey and 
a wild boy.

My Papa
Dawson
This book is dedicated 
to my grandma.

I dream I could see 
Papa again. 
I remember the times 
he would push me on 
a chicken feed holder.

He would call me Little Buddy.
If I could spend the day with him we would go 
to the beach and go to amusement parks and 
play, go to the fair and get cotton candy.
He gave me a white guitar and I like country 
music.  

I wish we still had his Geo to remember him.  It 
was a silver colored Geo.  
About the Author
I was born in Forks, Washington in January of 
2001.  I was born a great drawer.  I have one 
brother and one sister.  I like skateboarding.  It 
is hard to skateboard.

The Legends of Football and 
Basketball
Tristen
I dedicate this book to Mrs. Johnson.

The Legend of Football
Once upon a time there were a 
lot of people like Tristen, Keith, 
Michael, Robe, Gabriel, Luke and 
Freddy.  There was a football 
game and we did a play when 
I got the ball and we got a 
touchdown.  

Then I got out.  Then there were 
20 seconds and we won, 27 to 7.  
We went to a game again and 
I was so tired and we still won 
and it was cool.  The end of the 
Legend of Football.

The Legend of Basketball
There was Rob on the team and me and Keith 
and Joshua.  We played my teacher’s sons and 
Caleb’s team and it was hard but we lost.

We had another game and we played the 
Archibald team and I won and the score was 
7 to 3.  Then we played the pros and the score 
was 8 to 23.  We Lost.  The end.  

I wish I could be a millionaire and professional 
football player.  I want to give my teacher Mrs. 
Johnson all my tickets to my football games 
and my mom too and my mom will be old.  I 
hope Chad is my coach. 

About the Author
I was born in 2000 and raised in Forks.  I have 
to brothers and one sister and I like playing 
sports and I like food.  My mom is cool.  

My Dreams
Julia 
I dedicate this 
book to my 
parents. 

I wish the 
world were a 
better place. 
You could help 
Haiti
and give them 
food and 
shelter. Or give 
them electricity 
and save up 
water. Stop 
littering and plant trees. 

I wish I was a wizard and had hand magic 
and kept a Dragon. And have a flying broom 
because I like dragons 
And fairies. 

About the Author
I am Julia and I was born in 2000 at San 
Antonio, Texas Hospital. I like cheese and 
Carrots. I like to cheerlead. I have a DSI. 

The Little Girl’s Story 
Emma-Grayce 

Once upon a time, a little girl made a machine 
to bring back her friend Michael, to cure 
diseases and get more Eco-Friendly stuff. She 
had a malfunction and she brought back all 
of the people including her ancestors that 
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her family knew. So 
they came to life 
and traveled the 
world and did all 
they could to help 
the communities, 
like give food, water, 
money, and peace. 
Also, they got 
money to re-open 
things like the Forks 
pools and stores. 

My Dreams
Jaymie

I love to watch Little House on the Prairie with 
my mom, who is named Ally.  I like Mary and 
Laura because she is pretty.  Laura grows up 
to be a teacher and Mary grows up to be a 
blind teacher.  Laura has red hair and Mary has 
blonde Hair.
I dream of a day when I could watch Little 
House on the Prairie all 
day.

I dream that in Forks our 
homes and our stores 
were made of candy. I 
dream that all the rain 
would fall down and fill 
this town with money. I 
dream this whole town 
could be a hamburger 
that I could eat up! I 
dream that all this city is 
full of girls and all have 

glasses.

I dream that my 
whole town played 
games.

About the Author
Jaymie is 8 years 
old and was born 
in Port Angeles.  
For fun she likes 
to play with her 
friends.  She has 

two brothers and one dad and one mom.

My Dreams
Jeffry
I dedicate this book to my brother Tyler.

I dream someday there was a Disneyland in 
Forks, with the Grizzly River Raft, Californian 
Screamer and the Hollywood Tower Hotel.

I wish the Pirates of 
the Caribbean ride 
had a restaurant so 
that you could step 
off the boat and eat.
I wish the Indy ride 
gave you a crystal 
skull and it had real 
live snakes and no 
girls allowed and 
only my friends in 
Disneyland.

There was a safari and it had real live animals 
in it and there were tigers, lions, elephants, 
piranhas, giraffes and impalas
I saw a statue of the last Grizzly Bear in 
California because they went extinct.

About the Author
My name is Jeffry.  I am from Forks.  For fun I 
like to play hunting.  I have two brothers and 
one sister and lots of cousins because I have 
four families.  I want to be a logger when I 
grow up.

My Dreams
Domingo
I dedicate to Jyoti and Dawn and Laura and 
Christine and Katie

I dream about bikes and doing tricks and 
doing a poppy wheelie.
I dream I would play hide and go seek tag with 
my cousins and my brothers and my friends.

I dream of playing crash cars in the dirt.  I 
wish I would get pizza and hamburgers and 
chicken nuggets at school.

If I could change 
some things at 
school I would read 
joke books and 
watch cool movies 
and play around the 
house and play with 
my brother and go 
to WWE Monday 
Night Raw.

FORKS
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About the Author
My name is 
Domingo.  My 
favorite food is 
pizza and chicken 
nuggets and 
hamburgers.  I 
like to play in my 
house and get an 
ice cream and go 
to the playground 

and play with my 
friends.  I have five brothers and seven or eight 
cousins.  I like to visit my aunt and uncle and 
play with all my family.

A Book of Stories You Wish Would Happen
Gabriel
I dedicate this book to my Mother and Father. 

If there were a day when there was no school I 
would ride my motorcycle to Forks and come 
back on High road. 

Hi! My name is Iziah. I wish airplanes would 
teach people how to fly. But the only way that 

could happen if the planes were robots. So I’m 
going to freeze myself so I will wake up when 
that is possible. 

When I grow up I’m going to be a pilot. So I’m 
starting early. My dad is going to buy a plane. 
Oh my! My dad is a pilot. He will teach me how 
to fly.  

About the Author
Gabriel is eight years old and 
he was born in Galveston, TX. 
He currently is in the third 
grade at Forks Elementary 
School. Some of his favorite 
hobbies are handball, hiking 
and eating.  His favorite 
food is his mother’s chicken 
enchiladas.  Gabriel wants 
to be a pilot and travel to St. 

Croix, Virgin Islands someday. 

My Dreams…
Ashley 

I want to be an Artist. I want my paintings 
everywhere. I want every one to see them.  I 
will use paint.  I would use all the colors.  I 
would paint friends holding hands. I would 
have fun. 

I want to be a cheerleader. I want to be on 
the Seahawks team. I would live in California.  
I would wear a skirt and a shirt. It would be 
blue. 

About the Author
Ashley is eight years old and she is in third 
grade.  She was born in Forks.  She enjoys 
playing video games. Her favorite foods are 
chips and Top Ramen. Ashley likes to shop and 
watch T.V.  Her favorite T.V. show is Big Time 
Rush. 
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TEAM REFLECTIONS
Laura Pierson
My second year on Alternative Spring Break has 
been another rewarding experience thanks to an 
awesome team, an amazing group of 3rd grade 

students and the welcoming town of Forks.  This 
year’s theme evoked lots of ideas from the students 
and I was so impressed by all of them, from  the 
very sincere hopes for a more just planet to the 
amazingly creative dreams of giant roller coasters 
and schools made of candy.  The students took their 
many ideas and turned them into beautifully written 
and illustrated books which we were all so proud to 
see at the end of the week.  I was amazed all week 
by the energy of these 3rd graders who, even on our 
sleepiest mornings, never failed to liven us up with 
their humor and enthusiasm.  Rereading their stories 
upon my return to Seattle, I am filled with all that 

energy and excitement, and I hope they will all look 
back on their stories in the future and feel the same 
way.  

Thank you to all the staff and students at 
Forks Elementary for making our stay so 
comfortable and fun.  Thanks especially to 
Mrs. Johnson, Mrs. Northcut and Miss Kirk for 
sharing your students for the week.  We were 
all very impressed with the natural beauty 
and kindness in Forks and hope to return 
soon.  

Katie Stultz
My experience with the Alternative Spring 
Break program was above and beyond all of 
my expectations.  I went into the trip unsure 
of what to expect as most of my experience 
in rural Washington consisted of 
gas stations and blurred views 
through my car window, however 
I have learned that if you want to 

know about a place, just spend a week with 
the city’s population of 3rd graders and 
you will learn more from them than you 
ever could from census data or websites. 
Forks Elementary School has some of the 
brightest and well behaved eight year olds 
that I know.  They took pride in their work 
and created their own published books in 
four days with only an hour to work each 
day.  The experience of working one-on-
one with students to put their dreams into 
words was one of the most challenging 
and enriching experiences I had ever had.  

I was able to see ideas turn into masterpieces as 
each question I asked produced one more picture 
or chapter in their story.  I was able to see them 
compare the work we were doing to what they had 
already learned about the writing process in class, 
as they pointed to the posters on the wall outlining 
each step; “draft”, “revise” and “publish”.   I was also 
able to see the way they interacted with each other 
when they would help each other with ideas or 
encourage one another not to feel afraid to read 
their book aloud and the way they used problem 
solving skills in class and on the playground.  They all 
definitely taught me more than I bargained for.     

I have learned that although place and location 
can have a tremendous effect on a population, we 
cannot forget that we all were elementary kids at 
one point in our lives.  In Washington there might 
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be over 1,000 elementary schools, but there are 
only 6 public universities.  This week has furthered 
my understanding of the importance of programs 
like Pipeline, as they help students understand the 
discrepancies between geographical location and 
economic disparities and the role that enrichment 
programs can have on education.  It has also given 
me a new passion for fighting our state government 
for affordable tuition and financial aid programs 
to make sure all students are provided with the 
same resources to succeed.  We must ensure that all 
students in Washington understand that college is 
possible for everyone and we must not let access to 
resources stop students from getting to college.   

This is an incredible program and I am proud that I 
was able to be a part of it. Thank you Mrs. Northcutt, 
Ms. Kirk and Mrs. Johnson’s class’ for letting me be a 
part of your lives for a week and thank you to Dawn, 
Jyoti, Christine and Laura for all of the adventures 
and for making this one of my best Spring Breaks yet! 

Christine Choi 
Forks is well-known for the rain and for the setting 
of the Twilight series. However, Forks should be 
known for their third grade students! I was anxious 
going into the classrooms on the first day, but was 
instantly welcomed by the students and teachers. 
The 3rd graders at Forks Elementary are so bright 
and full of imagination. They were able to foster 
unique and grand dreams for the world, community 
and for themselves. I particularly liked the dream of 
becoming a singer for the Alvin and the Chipmunks. 
Another student envisioned Forks with volcanos 
spewing out lava candy! The students have taught 
me to dream and embrace my grandiose dreams for 
myself and for my community. I have never realized 
how much I missed recess as an adult, until I jumped 
rope and swung on the swings with the students. 
I will truly miss the 3rd graders’ contagious smiles! 
Thank you Forks Elementary and Pipeline Project for 
this wonderful experience!

Jyoti Sharma
This ASB experience has been one of the most 
valuable ways I have spent my time and energy. 
There is one quote that I believe my group and I 
abided by while being a positive influence at Forks 
elementary.  

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world: indeed, 
its the only thing that ever has. -Margaret Mead, 
Anthropologist

This experience has taught me that I can learn a lot 
more about myself from children through classroom 
interactions and laughs than I can learn from 
teachers and professors. It made me realize that in 
order for me to learn new things it doesn’t always 
have to be from someone older. Making arts and 
crafts with the 3rd graders (my favorite age group) 
was fun, and I was always on my feet thinking of 
fun, creative ways to get the kids to think and write 
about. I would honestly have to say that recess 
was my favorite time of day because even after 
being an adult and a hard working college student, 
playing with the kids brought out a more energetic, 
happy, giggly side of me that was hidden away for a 
long time. I would not hesitate to say that this ASB 
experience, my first, was flawless and that I would do 
it again in a heartbeat. 

Dawn Tuason
During my spring break in Forks, WA I learned 
more than the history of Forks, how to create a 
book, and how to work with children; I learned 
much about myself as well. It was an amazing and 
enriching experience to work with 3rd graders. I 
got to remember how it was when I was that age, 
familiarizing myself with their thought process and 
incredible ability to adapt to new people in their 
lives; it was truly refreshing.  The children were joys 
to work with, so honest and so friendly. If I came 
across a challenge, it benefitted me and my character 
development because I learned to adjust to what 

circumstances worked and did not work for the 
kids. The incredible character in that small location 
definitely made up for the size of the town; with 
serene lakes and rich forest areas, it’s not surprising 
that the Twilight phenomenon was created in Forks.

I couldn’t have asked for a better way to spend my 
school vacation. Going into this program, I thought 
I would be lending my expertise and skills with 
literacy to children in a small town; what I didn’t 
expect was to become so enamored with the 
students in the school. These kids were the ones that 
taught me to share more than just cookies, and to 
be honest and to love the simple things like mud 
puddles.

I’m glad I was able to be a part of this year’s 
Alternative Spring Break program. I’m proud to say 
that for one week I was able to share a wonderful 
memory with 12-15 students who’ll remember 
the fun times we had a few years down the road 
whenever they open their books and see their 
accomplishments. For one week, I got to look into 
a child’s eyes and tell him or her that ‘yes, you’re 
allowed to be the kid that you are and not have to 
worry whether your dreams make sense. If it’s what 
you dream for this world then it makes sense to me”. 
It was definitely something that turned out to be a 
success and that will hopefully still be available to 
do for students of all ages for years to come. The UW 
students may have helped kids create a story book, 
but these students in return helped me personally 
create another memorable page in my storybook of 
life. 

FORKS
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NEAH BAY
The students of Neah Bay created countless worlds for us during ASB 2010.  While 
some imagined the world in a completely new and fantastical way, others exemplified 
a caring heart with words of conservation in regards to the Earth we already have.  
Our time in Neah Bay was one enveloped by the green of the Olympic Peninsula and 
enriched by the tight knit community ties we witnessed.  Every student had something 
worthwhile to say, and we were honored to hear and read their thoughts about the 
amazing worlds they dreamt.

Team members:  Cara Allen, Stephanie Moeller, Natalie Mace, Jessica Jarvis, David Reyes
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In My Dreams!!!!!!!!!
Faye
I dedicate this book to my grandpa and grandma 
because they’re my elders and I love them. They’re 
my best grandma and grandpa ever.

In my dreams I’m an artist. My favorite kind of 
artists is painters. I hope the Colorado River 
gets more water because it is dry.  It looks like 
he’s in the 
desert but he’s 
standing in the 
Colorado River. 
n my dreams 
everyone 
recycles. 

But the real 
world… is VERY 
dirty. 
In my dreams 
there are bigger 
playgrounds that 
have swings in them.  They have skinny slides, 
fat slides, monkey bars, shiny skinny slides, shiny 
fat slides, and all kinds of roller coasters. I love 
turtles. They are almost my favorite animals. In 
my dreams everyone has a turtle. Turtles are 
very, very, very cool. 

In my dreams my dog is perfect. In the real 
world my dog is the best dog ever. He is a very 
cool dog. He is a German Shepherd. I love my 
dog. He is a pet and a guard dog. 
My name is Faye. My favorite color is blue. I am 
8 years old. My birthday is January 1st. I live in 
a blue house. I have lots of friends. My bestest 
friends are Juleah and Mia. My friends are very, 
very nice. I’m in the 2nd grade.  

The Awesome World
Desarae
I dedicate this book to my sister because she is the 
best sister I could ever have.

The awesome world when you come on my land 
you will have seen lots of boxers and pit bulls.  
It will smell like strawberries.  The houses will 
look like mansions and the glass will be bullet 

proof so a little kid can run into the 
glass and look like a little fly.  And 
the wood will be quick wood, but 
only upstairs so I can go through 
the wood but the kids will still have 
to run through the glass.  And you 
don’t have to work or have school 
you are just born smart.  And your 
money falls out of your trees and 
people can play basketball.  The 
grown ups get to do whatever they 
want to.

I am Desarae and I love strawberry 
and blueberries and I love dogs and tricking 
kids.  I am in the 5th grade and I have a sister 
and a brother but my brother doesn’t live with 
my family and me.  My favorite color is blue.  My 
favorite food is pizza.

 The Future
Cameron
I dedicate this to my dad because he is a fisherman 
and to people who like beaches. 

In the Future I want to ocean to have warmer 
water. If the water is cold you can’t stay in the 
water for a long time. When you get out you will 
not be cold.

There will also 
be almost all 
sunny days. 
So you can go 
to the beach 
almost all the 
time. 99% 
sunny days 
and .5% snow 
and .5% rain.
Also no sharks 
and no crabs 
that pinch you but crabs that don’t pinch you. 
So sharks don’t eat you and crabs don’t pinch 
you and you won’t get hurt. Also when you get 
stranded you will not get eaten.
Also we would have free things. Like free houses 
and free cars and free everything. Also people 
with not much money can get stuff for them.

My name is Cameron and my favorite color is 
green and I like scary movies. I am 10 years old 
and I’m in 5th grade.  

My Dreams
Zara
I dedicate this book to Vonte, Tristin, Jessica, and 
me for helping me make this book. 

In my dreams I play piano and I play really lovely 
and I played a lot of music and everyone loved 
me. In my second dream everyone in the world 
loved the world so much they picked up the 
litter and did not pollute.

In my dream everyone was happy.
Everyone was happy because the world was 
shiny clean.

NEAH BAY
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Everyone cleaned the world because the world 
was dirty and the air was too polluted and they 
couldn’t breathe the air.
When I grow up I want to be a chemist because 
I like science and liquids and solids, gas and all 
that stuff is fun to experiment with.
The sport I want to play is volleyball because it 
is a really fun sport and Vonte always helps me 
play when I go to her house. And Tristin likes to 
go and play basketball. 

My dream was that I was walking on streets with 
no litter. It was so cool that I told the president 

and he retired 
and made 
me president 
because I did a 
good thing for 
the world. I like 
to do chemistry 
because liquids 
are so cool 
and solids. So I 
can mix them 
together and 
try to make 
a new type 
of juice like 
orange, apple, 
and grape and 
make fireworks 

like on the movie Bratz.

My dream was while I was the president 
everyone loved me because I cleared the world 
and everyone recycled.

My name is Zara and I live with my mom, dad, 
and my two cousins. I have 2 brothers and 3 

sisters, 9 nieces 
and nephews 
and I live out by 
the tribal center.

My Dream for 
the World
Chris
I dedicate this 
story to my 
brother because I 
never really get to see him because he is in the U.S. 
Army.

If I was President I would promise to give better 
cars and better planes, safety and free Wendy’s 
and a big mall. I would also give homeless 
people money and free homes and stores. 
Another thing is I would make a cross country 
called a gumball. But for kids I would make 
a giant water park for free. Also, a lot of Nike 
stores that are connected to Costco. Also, I 
would make all the roads straight so you can get 
places faster. Another thing I would do is I would 
give everyone except terrorists free vehicles. 
But my most important thing is I would give 
everyone free college.
I like to draw and write. 
Playing games is a hobby. 
My favorite games are 
Modern Warfare 2 and Left 
for Dead 2. I have one dog 
and one cat. My dog’s name 
is Poncho; he is a Cocker 
Spaniel. My cat’s name is 
Sox but I like to call her Tubb 
Tubbs. She is a Maine Coon 
cat.

If I was President…
Starlena
I dedicate this book to my 
classmates.

If I was President, I would make 
money grow on trees for people’s 
needs. Trees grow and grow 
everyday. If everybody had the 
money they needed they wouldn’t 
be starving and carving portraits 

of fake food. Everyone would live in water parks 
with pet sharks in their room pool. I would get 
complaints everyday of people getting bitten. 
When I’m president, kids won’t have to go to 
school if they didn’t want to. I would make their 
favorite famous person home school them. Kids 
would love this. I would control the weather 
each day. I would also make it storm with food 
like spaghetti, pizza, chicken, noodles, and ice 
cream. I would like to give kids free college 
education, and also the choice to go to college 
in China.

Yo! My name is Starlena. I’m 11 years young. 
Playing games on X-box 360 is a hobby. I love 
playing COD MW2 and COD World at War. When 

I get older I want to 
be a singer. I would 
like to attend U Dub 
for four years. Later

The Beach
Ollie
I dedicate this book 
to my mom and dad 
and brother and other 
brother and sister and 
nieces.

NEAH BAY
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I wish sharks were vegetarians so they wouldn’t 
eat people. Also, there were no alligators but in 
zoos. 

I wish there was no pollution. Then I wouldn’t 
hurt my feet on the pollution. I would play 
volleyball and relay races and go swimming.

I would have a 
barbeque and 
play with my 
friends. It would 
be really sunny 
and I would have 
lifeguards so they 
could help little 
kids to teach them 
how to swim. I 
would have no 
saltwater.

I would have my house on the beach and my 
brother, sister, grandma and nieces would all live 
with me. And my mom and dad. 

It would be sunny all day. Also, I would have pet 
dolphins. There names would be Ed and Eddie 
and Alex.

The store would be on the beach and the school. 
There would be lots of fish in the water. I would 
take all of the pollution out of the water so fish 
won’t die and people won’t hit their feet on the 
pollution. I would take all of the garbage off 
the beach and recycle the cans and the bottles. 
All my friends would live right next to me and I 
would have a pet turtle.
My name is Ollie. I live in Neah Bay. I like to swim 

and I like finding frogs and my favorite food is 
pizza. I like playing football and basketball. I 
want to be an artist when I grow up. Most of my 
family lives in Montana and Oregon and Neah 
Bay.

If I Were President…
Kenrick
I dedicate this book to my mom and dad and my 

brothers and sisters.

If I were President, I would make 
equal rights. I would also help 
the people in Haiti. One thing I 
would help the Haiti people with 
is giving them shelter. I would 
help them with shelter because 
they had a major earthquake and 
their houses got knocked down.

One thing I hate about not 
having equal rights is racism. It bothers me 
when I see someone being bullied about their 
skin color and when it happens to me, it really 
hurts my feelings. I really hate it when other 
people get bullied. That’s why I think racism 
should stop. Racism will 
just not be tolerated!

Also, I would help the 
people in Africa. One thing 
I would help them with is 
donating food and water. 
I would also send the kids 
toys and playful stuff. I 
would help them with 
those things because they 
really need those things. 
The adults need money to 

buy their kids food and water. 

It really bothers me when I watch a movie that 
involves starving kids and families. It makes me 
want to stop the movie and get food and ship 
the food to the starving kids and families.

That’s why I wish I were President, so I could fix 
all of those things. Those three things would 
be the first three things I would fix, because 
it just bothers me when I see those things 
happening. I would be the first person to fix all 
those problems. It really makes me mad when I 
am watching T.V. and my brother is eating. It just 
makes me want to take that food from him and 
ship it to Africa. 

Hello! I’m Kenrick, the author of the book you 
just read. My two favorite sports are basketball 
and football. But my favorite sport is basketball. 
My favorite food is crab. When I graduate from 
High School, I want to go to the University 
of Washington and play basketball. When I 
play for them I want to lead them to a NCAA 
championship. 

My Green Poem
Charlotte
I dedicate this book to 
my mom because she 
worked hard her whole 
life to make me what I am 
today.

If I ruled the world there 
would be no more cars, 
motorcycles, big boats 
and pollution…
No cutting down trees 

NEAH BAY
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and littering, recycling could be a solution. 
No one would hunt endangered species…

Going green might be easy.
Free medicine and free houses. Why should 
people have to pay for shelter…

Cleaning the world might need some helpers.

NO drugs, no alcohol, no money…Homeless 
people need shelters and that’s not funny.

More parks, no gas, let’s help Haiti…Schools 
outside, in a big shed, just maybe.

I live in Neah Bay, Washington. 
I’m 11 years old, have two 
sisters and I’m going green. I 
have two pets, a cat and a dog. 
Their names are Buddy and 
Chance. Thank you for reading 
my book!

Time Travel
Michael 
I dedicate this story to all my 
GFs.

The whole world will travel 
back to the time of dinosaurs.  
All of the people will respect 
the dinosaurs and be friends with the dinosaurs 
and take the dinosaurs as pets.  Everyone will 
play dino ball.  Dino ball is a sport about getting 
the ball from the East Temple to the West 
Temple.  When the people fight the dinosaurs, 
they will turn into dinosaurs.  The boys will be T 
Rexes and the girls will be tyrannosaurus rexes.  
All of the boys will have Myspace and XBOX 

360s.  All of the children are 
pterodactyls and when they 
grow up they turn into T Rexes.  
Some of the dinosaurs like to 
play hide and seek and marco 
polo.  Everyone will live in a 
big egg.  Everyone will have a 
different egg.  They will eat big 
fat juicy steak.  They will dream 
a lot about Twinkies.  Their 
favorite thing to drink is Mt. 
Dew.

I like girls and my favorite food is Ding Dongs, 
Twinkies and pickles.  I play 
XBOX live a lot and I was 4th 
prestige until I got hit.  I like 
to play sports and games.  I 
like to write and do math.  
I like writing not reading.  
I like to color and draw 
pictures.  I like to text my GFs 
and family.

My Own Little World
Elsie
I dedicate my book to Cara 
because she helped me write 
my little world and because 
she is really nice and very 
pretty.

My world is awesome.  It has flying everything.  
When you walk in my world you enter smelling 
vanilla and when you sit down on my floor you 
might end up in the sky because my floor is a 
trampoline (it’s really bouncy).  When you go in 
my kitchen you just see what you want and it 
will pop up on the counter.

Now that you know 
what my world is 
like let’s take an 
outside look at my 
world.  My grass 
is tasty.  It tastes 
like mint, but it’s 
going to be very 
light green.  My 
houses are shaped 
like clouds with 

colorful windows.  The animals look like candy.

Now let’s go to my beach.  My water is really 
blue with every sea animal but no harm.  It has 
seaweed and giant rocks.  My sand is made of, 
well, just sand.

Let’s see what my people do.  When they want 
to exercise they use the globe and the swim in 
the ocean.  But when they want to run they run 
on chairs.

Now that we know what they do let’s look at 
their jobs.  The jobs in my world are shopping, 
playing, and all kinds of jobs.  The people in my 
world never get hurt or sick.  The houses fall 
down from the sky when you need one.  My 
whole world is free because my world doesn’t 
need money.  Everything you want or need 
comes from the sky.

My name is Elsie.  My birthday is June 12th.  I 
was born in 1997.  I have three older sisters and 
their names are Natalie, Claudia, and Julia.  My 
mother’s name is Heidi.  My father’s name is 
Antoneo.  My favorite colors are green, blue, 
purple, and black.

NEAH BAY
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Cara Allen 
I could not think of a better way to spend my final 
spring break as a UW undergraduate student 
than my experience 
in Neah Bay.  As I 
sit in the busy city 
of Seattle, returned 
now to my daily life, 
I know I am forever 
altered by the lessons 
I took from ASB.  The 
week was spent in the 
wonderful company 
of my teammates 
who were supportive 
and enthusiastic.  The students in Neah Bay were 
amazing to work with and I learned so much 
from spending time with them.  We were lucky 
enough to stay in a local guest house and as such 
were able to play with the students after school 
in their own neighborhood.  They shared a little 
bit of their lives with us and demonstrated what it 
is like to grow up in the town of Neah Bay.  From 
beach walks to basketball, from sharing stories 
over hot chocolate to the honor of hearing the 
children sing ancient tribal Makah songs, every 
moment was invigorating.  I could not have felt 
more welcome in the community and school.  The 
teachers were amazing in how they worked with 
the children and there was a mutual respect that 
flowed between student and teacher.  As a future 
educator, it was a wonderful thing to witness.  
My time in Neah Bay will always be fondly 

remembered and I am so grateful to everyone 
who made it possible.
Natalie Mace

The experience I had in Neah Bay 
could not have been a better one. 
After traveling to Tonasket last year 
with ASB, I had some expectation 
of what this trip 
would be like. In 
some ways, my 
time in Neah Bay 
totally met those 
expectations: the 
bonding time 
our team had 

was awesome, the teachers 
were really supportive, I was 
impressed by the spectacular 
stories kids came up with, and 
I often laughed so hard as to end up in stitches. 
However, my expectations were also completely 
blown away when it came to how welcoming 
everyone was, how much fun I had, and how 
absolutely beautiful it was there. I was particularly 
amazed by the tight-knit 
community that exists 
in Neah Bay- I absolutely 
did not want to leave! 
One of my favorite parts 
of the week was getting 
to hang out with all the 
neighborhood kids after 
school. They taught us 

a lot about their town and culture, and bonding 
with them outside of school made our time in 
the classrooms that much more rewarding! I also 
really appreciated the opportunities we had to 
talk with older members of the community in 
Neah Bay, because those conversations really 
enriched my stay. I would like to extend one 

giant thank you to 
everyone in Neah Bay 
who made our stay as 
amazing as it was!

Stephanie Moeller
I had a blast in Neah 
Bay! Everyone I 
encountered was 
very welcoming 
and truly made me 
feel like a part of the 

tight-knit community. Going to school each day 
was fun as I got to watch the students’ stories 
develop and learn more about each individual kid. 
Some of my favorite parts were going to recess 
with the students and playing “bump-out” with 

them after school at the 
basketball hoop that was 
conveniently located right 
outside of the beautiful 
guest house we got to 
stay in. I learned so many 
fascinating things about 
the history and culture of 
the Makah tribe just by 

TEAM REFLECTIONS
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talking to the children and their families. One 
memory that stands out was walking along 
the rocky beach and finding (what we think 
were) whale bones, followed by very interesting 
stories of the history of whale hunting in the 
area by one of the student’s mom.

I also greatly enjoyed helping the second 
and fifth graders create their stories. It was an 
amazing feeling seeing some of the impacts we 
made, as well as recognizing the impacts that 
were simultaneously being made on my own 
life. Everyone in Neah Bay was so friendly and 
open, even the dogs! Alternative Spring Break 
was such an amazing experience for me and I 
am grateful to have had this opportunity.

Jessica Jarvis
It would be hard for me to pick out one point 
and say it was my favorite memory from my 
Alternative Spring Break trip to Neah Bay, 
Washington. I loved the long walk on the beach 
when we found the whale bones and then 
were invited back to someone’s home for hot 
chocolate. I thoroughly enjoyed the three and 
a half hours we spent one evening watching 
kindergarteners through fifth graders play 
many, many games of basketball. One of my 
favorite moments in the classroom though, was 
on our first day with the second graders. There 
was a student in my group who I was struggling 
to motivate. By the end of our time that day, 
he had barely anything written but by talking 
with him, I knew he had a lot of great ideas. We 
had five minutes left and so I said, “How about 
you just write one more sentence in the last five 
minutes?” He thought about that for a second 
and said, “I bet I can do two.” I was excited about 
this and told him that he better get working if 

he wanted to finish two whole sentences in only 
five minutes. When the time had passed and I 
told him it was time to clean up, he looked up 
at me as he handed me his paper and said, very 
matter-of-factly, “I did three.”
 
The time that we spent in Neah Bay was 
indescribably amazing. From the first evening 
we got there and asked the kids in the 
neighborhood if we could play basketball with 
them, to the afternoon that we left with all of 
the hugs from the students at school, I was 
excited to be there. With every new experience, 
I learned and I grew as a person and I can only 
hope that we were able to leave some small, 
positive impact on at least one child or member 
of the community. I truly felt welcomed into 
the community and the kindness that was 
continuously shown to us was incredible. On our 
last night in Neah Bay, we sat down as a team to 
write thank you cards for all of the people who 
had made us feel welcome in the community. 
I had a hard time thinking of words that 
accurately described how grateful I was, and still 
am, to this community for allowing me and my 
fellow teammates to have these experiences in 
and outside of the classroom. I am hopeful that 
I was able to convey at least a portion of my 
gratitude and my appreciation of every moment 
that I was able to spend in Neah Bay.

David Mark Reyes
Neah Bay Alternative Spring Break was a great 
program.  The town of Neah Bay is/was an 
inviting town.  Many of the residents were 
more than willing to talk, hang out or even host 
us.  I never felt uncomfortable or out of place 
because of the warm welcoming atmosphere of 
the northwesternmost town of Washington.  The 

Neah Bay children sparked our friendship with 
the community, which occurred surprisingly 
fast.  The local children always wanted to hang 
out, play bump out, tell us stories or show us 
beautiful sites.  Since we spent time with the 
children not only at school, but also when we 
were at ‘home,’ we garnered respect from the 
remainder of the community quickly, which 
was very fulfilling.  Though being treated as a 
member of the community was fulfilling, there 
were many other fulfilling aspects of the Neah 
Bay Alternative Spring breaks, such as, creating 
friendships with the local children and the 
members of my group.  During my time in Neah 
Bay, I worked in second and fifth grade classes.  
The children provided much enthusiasm 
throughout the program.  I enjoyed going to 
class with the students because they were not 
only happy to work, but also to talk to me.  I 
gained friendship, cultural knowledge and a 
longstanding feeling of nostalgia towards Neah 
Bay.  In the end, I forgot I gave up my Spring 
Break.       

NEAH BAY
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OMAK
The sun rises above the picturesque mountains that dwarf the beautiful Paschal 
Sherman Indian School. It highlights the fine cedar wood of the building and 
the large front windows. The fresh air fills the lungs and invigorates the spirit. 
It was amazing waking up to this every morning. Even more wonderful was 
getting to know the teachers and students of the school and the friendly dorm 
staff. The warm welcome and the comfort we felt there made it difficult to leave! 
Thank you to everyone at Paschal Sherman for sharing your stories, experiences 
and beautiful surroundings with us.

Team members: Erin McManamon, Dustin Dacuan, Cheyenne Sanders, 
Krista Holden, Mina Lohrasbi
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Colors
Po’nee 
This is dedicated to my mom, Shawnee, 
because she gets me lots of ice cream when I’m 
hungry and because she loves me.

I wish there was more ice cream and the 

flavors would be blueberry and raspberry 
mixed together just like cotton candy and 
bubble gum.

I wish 
there was 
a blue 
ladybug 
with 
white 
stripes 
and 
red and 
orange 
spots.

I wish we could all have black and white 
horses to ride to school every day because 
cars and buses could break down and 
because I don’t like to ride the bus. I would 
make jellybeans with every flavor and color 
with new flavors and colors.

I wish the grass could be blue, white, orange, 
yellow, and all the other colors. In the grass 
I would like to see spots, stripes and flowers 
with new colors.

I would also wish the lake’s colors could be 
yellow, red, pink, purple, brown, white, gold, 
silver, gray and orange.

I wish there was a gingerbread house with 
gummy bears, gum, and gummy worms 
with all kinds of candy. It would all be blue, 
red and orange.

If I got to play soccer all the time, it would 
have six soccer balls and the colors would 
be blue, red, green, yellow and orange. But 
if I played basketball it would have two 
basketballs that would be blue and red.

My name is Po’nee. I like to eat lots of ice 
cream. The one that 
I like is bubblegum 
because it has real 
gum in it. I like to 
play soccer, too.

No Graffiti
Jared
This is 
dedicated to my 
fourth grade 
class.

If I had a 
dream, I 
would wish 
for nobody 
to do graffiti. 
Nobody should 
do graffiti. It makes people feel bad with all 
the bad words on the buildings. That is not 
cool.

If I had one more dream, people could 
have a picture on the side of their house or 
football stadium, like Safeco Field.

If I had a dream, I would wish for no graffiti.

My name is Jared. I’m 10 years old. This is 
dedicated to my fourth grade class. The 
fourth-graders inspired me to do this. They 
gave me ideas and a whole bunch of other 
stuff. My class is great.

The Countryside
Alexandrine
I dedicate this book to “Life has 
Meaning,” a woman who can 
change the world.

In the mountains far out where 
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there are no towns in sight. My 
dream world out there in the light. 
Blue sky everyday with pure white 
clouds. Every morning I wake 
to a sunrise with light shining 
through my huge motionless 
window giving me a great view 
of the mountains. Music of the 
birds singing in my ear. Every day 
I go out into the fields to pick 
raspberries because of their sweet 
taste.

Climbing trees and mountains 
is the best part of my day, and 
giving the animals the love they need to 
make them happy. Every night I see a sunset: 
purple, pink, orange and yellow clouds 
surrounding the mountain The crickets put 
me to sleep by surrounding my window in 
the moonlight. Their gentle sound crick-et 
crick-et. They drive me into other dreams. 

Xandrine lives in the mountains by Riverside. 
She has lived there her whole life. She has 
one younger brother.

What would the 
world look like if…
Pete
I, Pete, dedicate this 
book to my auntie.  She 
helped us as we grew 
and kept us safe. She 
watches over us as we 
grow.

What would the 
world look like if 
humans didn’t exist? 
It probably would be 
a peaceful place. It 

wouldn’t be polluted. No poachers. Animals 
would be like humans. A peaceful place 
in the mountains where the salmon run 
through the river. They spawn in pools of 
water. The deer reproduce.  
No animals will be extinct, just animals 
running throughout the lands.

In our native culture, when we die we get 
to live a better life as an animal, and that 
animal can be your favorite animal.

Perfect World
Dante 

I feel confident and free,
Or so maybe. Something is holding me back, 
and I only have a split second to react.

It’s too late, I trip and fall, but I just need a 
little confidence in all.

I can’t take any more 
there’s too many 
things going on. I 
just wish it would be 
gone. I  ust hope that 
I am the only one, 
because everything 
is terrible and I ain’t 
having fun.

I thought this was 
my world and I’m 
supposed to rule, but 
they said that they don’t care and that they 
would fix my world with some sort of tool.

I feel a little breezy, my world feels barren 
and no one said life would be easy though. 
I was the guy who would be so perfect, the 
guy that everybody would know
about.

Now I am an outcast trying to 
find trust but when people
would think of me they would
think of nothing but doubt.

Now I have more time to react,
but I still am being held back. Now on 
3/23/10 I still am working on getting my 
perfect world.

I am a 5th grade student at P.S.I.S. Omak, 
Washington and very proud to be one at age 
11.

OMAK
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My Dream
Alex

Chillin’ at home, listening to music, this is me 
and my dream, just hanging out, talking to 
friends. If the world was better, there would 
be no mistakes. But there are, and we all 
make them. We get better after them. 

Nobody’s perfect, not 
even God.
People say if you live a 
good life, you will go 
to Heaven. Guess what. 
Death is peaceful, life is 
pain. Maybe it’s all the 
same. If the world was 
good there would be 
no drugs or alcohol or 
fighting. 

All of this stuff is like lightening. It may seem 
cool but is very dangerous. People have to 
realize that all of this stuff is pain to us. Day 
is day, night is night.  Live the best life. 

Hi, my name is Alex. I am a Native American 
boy. I am 11 years old and I like to play 
football and run or chill with my friends.

Nothing 
Raymond
I dedicate this book to my best sister, Shastina.

Nothing is a great place to be.
I can go to sleep there, forget about school, 

and have no more homework.  

No more teachers scolding you and no 
more problems.
Nothing is the greatest place to be. 
And there is a non-stop buffet and a 
huge bed with pillows.

Raymond is from 
Spokane.  He has 
three sisters and he is the 
only boy.  He is in sixth 
grade and his teacher 
is Mrs. Ketchum.  He 
attends Paschal Sherman 
Indian School.  His 
hobbies are sleeping and 
watching TV during his 
free time.

My Secret World
Kalaya
I dedicate this book to my 
sister, Niki, because she 
got me into writing and 
dreaming of world peace.

I wish I lived in a world, a 
world of peace and color, 
beauty and wonder. The 
sky would be yellow with 
purple flowers for clouds.
The grass would be pink and the water 
orange. You would never die or grow up.

Animals could talk and trees could walk. The 

sun would be 
neon green and 
nothing black.
Always rainbows, 
never storms.
Always sunny, 
never gloomy.
I wish I lived in 
this world, but a 

dream is a dream 
and can come true if you believe.

Kalaya lives in Spokane, Washington. She 
was born in Las Vegas, Nevada. She has two 
brothers named Howard and Gavin, and 
one sister named Dominique. She went to 
many schools because she moved a lot. 
She attends a boarding school in Omak, 
Washington for Native American children.  
She is a 6th grader at Paschal Sherman 
Indian School. Kalaya loves to draw, write 

poems and stories, 
and play with her little 
brothers. She also likes 
to hang out with her 
friend Tyana. Some day 
she hopes to write many 
books on her life and 
publish children’s stories.

My Perfect World
Susan

I dedicate this poem to my newborn nephew 
Brayden. You will be my nephew forever and 
always. Thank you for keeping me happy when 
I’m down.
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In my perfect world I wake up 
happy and satisfied! In my perfect 
world I will always be gratified! In 
my perfect world my friends are 
always stress free!  In my perfect 
world my friends are perfect for 
me! In my perfect world drama 
does not belong anymore!

In my perfect world everyone will 
have a home and not be poor!

In my perfect world me and my friends 
would never get old. In my perfect world 
everyone will be very bold.

In my perfect world nothing will be 
destroyed. In my perfect world everything 
will be enjoyed.

Susan is currently enrolled in Paschal 
Sherman Indian School. Susan is a proud 
sister of Lanaya and Jordan. Susan loves 
to listen to music and drawing. Susan is 
friendly and very loving. She lives in Omak, 
WA. She loves to eat and go shopping.

Untitled
Shastina
I dedicate this book 
to all the people who 
dream of dreams as 
big as mine and for 
my brothers (MCL and 
Josh) who inspire me 
to dream BIG.

I have a lot of 
dreams, some big and some small. 
Some ridiculous and some
very understandable. 

I dream about the Colville Indian 
Reservation (my tribe’s Rez) and how I want 
it to change for the better… for things to be
good and to improve. I dream about a Rez 
without so much poverty, partying, drinking 
and drugs. I dream about a Rez without so 
much hatred and violence. 

Without all that nonsense my tribe and 
fellow tribal members would probably have 
better and brighter 
futures. I dream of 
a day when there 
will be less drop-
outs and more 
graduating tribal 
members, because 
I know many could 
truly succeed in life, 
if only they tried 
their hardest. But 

most think they need to be like the other 
drop-outs, that that’s 
the life for them… so 
they give up. I dream of 
dreams, bigger than the 
world. I dream of a day 
when I could see all my 
close friends and family 
being successful, and 
for them to have better 
lives, and better homes, 
and better families. For 
them not to have to go 
through the hard and 

painful things they endure everyday. 

I dream of dreams, bigger than the world. 
They may seem very foolish and may not be 
fulfilled, but without dreams, how would we 
know that things could be different? And if 
we didn’t dream, how would we realize what 
reality is like, and how would we be able to 
escape it?

I dream of dreams, bigger than the world…

My name is Shastina 
. . . and that’s all you 
really need to know
about me.
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TEAM REFLECTIONS

Mina Lohrasbi
Having the opportunity to spend roughly 3 
days with the wonderful staff and students 
of the Pascal Sherman Indian School was 
truly an experience. These 3 days were 
filled with laughter, joy, stress, and learning 
moments that could not be learned in any 
other location. Going through the writing 
process with students in grades 4-9 really 
opened my eyes, and gave me a brief 
glimpse into their lives. I would like to thank 
the school for allowing us to spend our 
Spring Break with them, and I look forward 
to crossing paths with the Pascal Sherman 
Indian School in the future.

Krista Holden
Even though we only stayed at 
Paschal Sherman for three days, it 
was a really transformative time for 
me. I was struck by the generosity 
of the school officials in letting our 
team stay at the dorms. The thing 
I was most nervous about was 
meeting the kids and being able to 
relate to them and engage them 
in the literary activity at hand. Our 
first night at the dorms was a little 
awkward for me. I was worried about 
the kids who stayed there feeling as 
though our team was intruding on 

their space. The next day at school showed 
me how receptive most of the kids, and 
especially the school staff, were to us. All of 
my fears melted away. I ended up learning 
so much from the kids 
at Paschal Sherman. 
Reading their stories 
was such a privilege. 
There were recurring 
themes in the pieces, 
many of which were 
quite dark. As we 
spent hours typing 
up the kids stories 
late at night, we 
began to realize that 

the pieces were really snapshots of the 
kids lives. They put so much of themselves 
and their personal lives into these stories. 
Spending three days with the students at 
Paschal Sherman may not have had a major 
life-changing impact on them, but it most 
definitely impacted me significantly.

Erin McManamon
This is my third and final time participating 
in ASB, since I will be graduating in June. I 
am going to miss this wonderful program 
and the opportunities it has given me to 
connect with people from different parts 
of Washington! I am looking forward to 
teaching in a Philadelphia classroom of my 
own next year through Teach For America, 
and know that I will carry with me the 
lessons that I have learned in Omak and in 

other ASB locations. Thank 
you to the students, teachers, 
administrators and dorm staff 
at PSIS for welcoming us into 
your community. Thank you 
for sharing your experiences 
and stories and for reaffirming 
my desire to teach. I greatly 
admire the spirit and kindness 
of the students who have 
been through so much in their 
young lives. 
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Cheyenne Sanders
Working with the students at Paschal 
Sherman was a truly amazing experience. I 
feel honored to have had the opportunity 
to spend time in the classroom with these 
incredibly bright, articulate and wise young 
minds. Having the opportunity to work with 
so many students in one day was another 
way to get a true sense of this community, 
in addition to eating lunch, playing at 
recess, and cheering on the “Lady Chiefs” at 
a volleyball game outside of the classroom. 
I felt our theme this year, “Dreaming Our 
World” was a perfect fit for the students at 
PSIS. In the face of challenges against this 
small community, including violence and 
addiction, I was amazed at the frank and 
honest poems and dreams the students 
created. Even at the middle school level, 
it is clear that these students have a vivid 
understanding of the troubles facing their 
communities and families by their own 
hopes for the future. After three days in the 
classroom, I leave PSIS a changed person. 
Not only I am recommitted to serving my 
Native community, I feel empowered by 
the role teaching and mentoring have in 
communities similar to PSIS. In our short 
time together, I felt welcomed to be a part 
of the PSIS community by the vocal support, 
enthusiasm and appreciation our team 
received from staff and students alike. It was 
an honor to spend my ASB experience here, 
and I hope to return! 
Dustin Dacuan
Alternative Spring Break at Paschal 

Sherman Indian School was an eye-opening 
experience for me.  Our week was cut short 
due to the boilers at the school, so we had 
to accelerate our curriculum into overdrive.  
It was challenging working with some of the 
students who were less open to the process, 
whether they did not feel like good writers 
or were simply opposed to the process.  
However, it was rewarding to see even some 
of these students complete their books and 
feel accomplished at the end of the week.  I 
was rejuvenated by some of the students 
to see the creativity that they brought to 
the table.  I quickly learned during this 
experience that although I may have had 
some initial expectations for what it would 
be like in the classroom, I had to be flexible 
and adapt to the needs, wants and desires of 
the students throughout the book-making 
process.  Overall, I feel very fortunate that I 
had the opportunity to work with all of the 
students at Paschal Sherman in a practical 
fieldwork experience. 
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Amidst the backdrop of picturesque mountains and 
sprawling lands, what amazed us the most about Tonasket 
was the imaginative stories by the 1st graders. The students 
made their own books of their perfect worlds. While a lot 
of dreams involved exciting jobs and exotic places, many 
students shared that their dream world was right here at 
home in the beautiful town of Tonasket. 

Team members: Sandra Luu, Kerry McCarthy, Teresa Bailey, 
Steven Taki, Wanyu Liu
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Become an Artist
Ariana 
I dedicate this book to my Grandma and 
Grandpa because I love them.

My dream is to be an artist. I want to draw 
stuff for other people. I want to show 
people how to draw stuff. I would like to 
help people become an artist. I will live in 
Tonasket.

I 

love to draw flowers. I love to draw the flag.  
I like to draw with a pencil. I sometimes draw 
with a paintbrush.

About the Author
My name is Ariana Elena. I live in Tonasket.

I Want To Be a Teacher
Malia 
I dedicate this book to my mom because she 
helps me take care of my dog Coby.

I will have students.

I will be a good 
teacher.
I want to teach 
reading.
I will teach math.
I want to be a 
teacher because I 
like kids.

I will be a 4th 
grade teacher. I 
want to be the best teacher. I will be a nice 
teacher. 

About the Author
Hi! I’m Malia. I go to school in Tonasket.

Queen
Neida 
I dedicate this book to my 
mom because she is nice to 
me.

I want to be a queen.
I live in a castle. 
My castle is pretty.

My name is Queen Neida.
I can help people.
I rule the world. I rule the 
world!

I have a big bed.
Can I play with you? Yes.

About the Author

Hi! My name is 
Neida.

Vet
Whitney 
I dedicate this book 
to my mom.

If I could be a vet I 
would help all kinds 

of animals.
If I was a vet I would help people and 
animals at all times.

If I was a vet I would take care of animals 
near and far. If I was a vet I would take very 
good care of my patients.

If I was a vet I would take my 
job seriously. I would not 
play around.

If I was a vet I would go to my 
work in Tonasket.

About the Author
Hi! My name is Whitney. 

Lary and his Best Friend 
Lily
Madilynn 
I dedicate this to my cousin. 
Who Helps me play soccer.

I love you prince.
And they Robert thinks. 

TONASKET
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Castle is in secret place. The pretty butterfly 
flies.
The cat catcher likes me. I like Lowmis.

About the Author
My name is Madilynn. How old are 
you? I’m 6. I like to do back flips. I like 
to eat pizza. I love my mom and dad 
and Savannah.

I Want to be a Princess
Jaden 
I dedicate this to my dad. He helped 
me play soccer.

I want my castle to be in Oklahoma.
I want music.
I want a secret place.
I want to kiss a prince.
I want to keep a prince.

I want to have shiny things.
I want to have dresses.
I want to have high heels.  

About the Author
My name is Jaden. I am 8 years old. I love my 
mom, dad, sister, and grandma.

A Farmer
Sammy 
This book is dedicated to my mom because she 

loves me.

I am a farmer. 
Farmers have 
orchards.
Farmers have 
fun rounding up 
cows.

Farmers have 
cows. 
Farmers herd 
their cows. 
Farmers ride 
forever. 
Farmers have fun!

About the Author
My name is Sammy. I like saving cats 
because they are nice. In my world 
there would be rainbow cats. In my 
world I think people should be nice to 
each other. 

A Snowboarder
Parker 
This book is dedicated to my brother because 
he wants to be a snowboarder too. 

I live in the mountains. 
I like to do jumps.
I do flips.
I race people in the Olympics. 
I do big jumps.
I do cool flips. 
My snowboard has my name on it. I want to 
be a snowboarder. 

About the Author
My name is 

Parker. I live to 
snowboard. I like 
to do flips. I like 
to do jumps. 

TONASKET
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Monster Truck 
Driver
Josh 
This book is 
dedicated to my 
dad because he 
loves me. 

I am a monster truck driver. 
I’m going to get a half dog half wolf.  I’m 
going to race in Seattle.  My 
monster truck colors are blue and 
yellow.

I jump over cars. I win a big 
trophy. My monster truck is ten 
feet tall. 

About the Author
My name is Josh. I like to ride my 
bike outside. I like to go hunting 
and fishing, camping and riding on my 
motorcycle.

Store Keeper
Myles
I dedicate this book to mom and dad 
because I think they would like this book.

In my dream world I want to be a 
storekeeper.

I drop boxes off at people’s houses.

I have hot dogs in my store. I have ice cream 
in the store.
I scan to see how 
much it costs. 

I buy food.
I have ten people 
working at my store.

About the Author
My name is Myles. I 
like the color black. I 

like to play hopscotch with my little sisters. I 
like oranges.  

Japan
Braden 
I dedicate this book to 
my Dad.

I want to live in Japan. 
To be a person who 
drives a fighter plane. 
I will eat sushi with 
chopsticks.

I want to see Ninjas.
I want to eat sushi.
About the Author
My name is Braden. My favorite sport is 
football. 

 I Like Tonasket
John 
I dedicate this book to my family because I 
think they will like it.

I want to stay in Tonasket. 
I like the trees.  
I like the houses.
I like the park.
I like the water.
I like the people.  

TONASKET
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I 
want to be a cook at Whistlers.  

About the Author
My name is John. I like 
playing with legos and 
eating. 

I Want to Be an Artist
Kelli
I dedicate this book to my 
family because they’re 
the best I ever had.

I want to be an artist.
I will use a pencil to draw. I will draw lots of 
stuff. I could cut out some stuff.

I 

can help people draw.
I would draw on everybody’s faces if they 
wanted me to.  I will be in Tonasket.  

About the Author
My name is Kelli. I live in Tonasket. My 
favorite color is pink and blue. I love hearts 
and sparkles. I like to decorate and draw. 
I have the best family of my life. I love my 
mom and my dad. I love my world. I want to 
change things about the world, but I like the 
world that I’m in. 

Being a Skydiver
Bo 
I dedicate this book 
to my family.
I want to be a 
skydiver! 
I practice in a 
room that pushes 
me up. I’m high in 
the air.

I jump out of a plane.

Before I use the parachute I go 
fast. I use a parachute. When 
I use a parachute I go slow. 
When I land the parachute, 
it’s like a blanket.  Then I do it 
again.

About the Author
My name is Bo. I live in 
Tonasket. I like cookies. My 

favorite number is 53. I am 7 years old. 

I Want to be a 
Policeman
Yahir 
I want to give this to Dad because he helps me 
to build.

I want to be a policeman. When I grow up I 
would be a policeman. If somebody robs, I 
would arrest them. I am a policeman. I arrest 
all of the bad guys.

I am a policeman. I don’t arrest good people.

I arrest bad guys.
A police car light is blue and red and white.

A policeman car is 
fast. A policeman’s 
car can go as fast 
as he wants.

About the Author
My name is Yahir. I 
am 6 years old.

TONASKET
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Sandra Luu
There is an assumption that comes when 
you hear someone say they are volunteering 
or serving others. Whenever I told people 
that I was going to spend my one week of 
spring break in a town five hours away with 

a population of just under 1,000, the first 
response I would get was a confused look 
followed by an excited exclamation praising 
my good deed. However, as soon as I arrived 
in Tonasket, I saw that this community was 
perfect and unique in its own way and was 
not there waiting to be rescued. I realized 
my own ignorance. During the week I spent 
in Tonasket, the first grade students at the 
elementary school probably helped me 

in more ways than I helped them. They 
welcomed our team into their community 
with warmth and laughter and showed us 
acceptance and sheer happiness – qualities 
that have become all but lost in today’s fast-
paced society. I can’t describe the feeling of 

running away from 70 first graders 
chasing after me at recess, or seeing 
kids clamor just to get a seat next 
to us in the cafeteria, or relishing in 
the creative – and often hilarious – 
stories of the students. So although 
the kids might forget about the five 
college students that spent a week 
with them after their spring breaks, I 
know that I will always remember the 
insurmountable joy these kids gave 
me. Who knew that the greatest act of 
service performed during this week 
would 
come from 
a group of 

seven-year-olds?

Wanyu  Liu
Spring Break = 
No classes, no 
homework, no 
tests or anything 
related to school. 
It is considered 
to be the time of 

relaxation and fun. Many of us will go back 
home and stay with our family or spend the 
entire week on the beach of the Caribbean 
throwing away all the worries and pressure. 
However, instead of repeating exactly the 
same schedule as the past, I did what is truly 
meaningful. 
Even though it was such a short trip, it gave 
me a brand new definition of education. 
Education, rather than being the interaction 
between teachers and students or learning 
anything from anybody, should be a 
continuous process of passing hope to the 
future, a tool that helps everybody keep 
curiosity for the unknown world. During the 
five days in Tonasket, we went to the local 
middle school to introduce the college life to 
6th to 8th graders. Although to us, we told 
the same stories for 3 days, I could tell there 

was a change 
in those 
students’ 
mind when 
we left the 
class. We 
showed them 
the possibility 
of going to 
college, and 
an achievable 
way to 
financially 
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and academically of step out of the small 
Okanagan town and realize their dreams. Even 
though it was such a short trip, it gave me a 
brand new definition of education. 

Teresa Bailey
Alternative Spring Break was an enriching 
experience. It had been a long time since I 
had the opportunity to work with kids, and 
it was so much fun! It was so great to see the 
first graders’ creativity shine through their 
writing and drawings. I am really glad I could 
be a part of the process of book making, 
which I know years from now, they will still 
have and cherish. I also learned so much from 
being in a rural community. I have lived in 
metropolitan Seattle since I was seven, and so 
the environment and culture of a rural area is 
quite foreign to me. It was an opportunity for 
me to break many stereotypes. This is most 
clearly exemplified on the day we visited 
a cattle ranch; being a vegetarian, this was 

a really interesting experience. 
I personally cherish every 
opportunity I have to broaden 
my world view and hear different 
perspectives on issues. However, 
the most rewarding part by far was 
the middle school and high school 
college presentations. I really feel 
as though we made an impact, 
and the experience uncovered my 
passion for outreach for higher 
education. Everyone should be able 
to go to college if they want, and I 
want all students to know the tools 
available to them to get there. It is 
a hard road, and some have many 

more barriers than others. But I really feel 
that we made a great case for why college is 
important to their futures.

Steven Taki
Doing Alternative Spring Break in Tonasket 
was an awesome experience.  The town is 
small, but extremely welcoming and full of 
great people and kids.  The wide open space 
is definitely a different environment and 
a nice change compared to crowded and 
busy Seattle.  The best part of the week was 
working with the first graders.  

They’re spunky, creative, and full of life.  They 
grow attached to you really easily and then 
convince the entire first grade class to chase 
after you during recess.  You don’t get to be 
tackled by a mob of little people just any day.  
It was also rewarding to see them with their 
finished books after working hard all week, 
glowing  with pride to have written a book.  I 
am fortunate to have had the opportunity to 
work with them and would recommend going 
to Tonasket to anyone. 

Kerry McCarthy
Spending the week in Tonasket was a 
wonderful and fulfilling experience. It was 
such a wonderful and unique way to spend 
my spring break, it really makes me wish I had 
more time at the University to do another. The 
week went so smoothly and everyone was 
exceptionally nice. The kids were so interested 
and engaged with the book and I was really 
surprised at the mass amount of enjoyment 
the kids felt by spending time with college 
students. My highlight from the week was 
being able to speak with the middle school 
and high school kids about college; urging 
them to apply for both the college bound 
scholarship and also to a university. I really 
think we made a huge impact on the kids and 
felt proud of our accomplishments.

TONASKET
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TOPPENISH

The 3rd graders at Valley View Elementary expressed “Dreaming My World” in multiple 
languages, through free-writes, short stories, and responses to questions about their 
communities and futures. Many introduce new worlds of the future where it rains food. 
Others shared the lovely parts that make up Toppenish. All of them defined “Dreaming 
My World” with something that is special in their lives. If there is one thing to know about 
Toppenish, it’s that a wonderful, welcoming community exists within the students, and 
their stories reflect that. 

Team members: Dino Flores, Vanessa Martinez, Nuvia Chavez, Lydia Ansari, Betty Louie
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Mi Planeta Quesadilla
Sergio 
Yo quiero dedicar este libro a ______ porque 
es el mejor cuento.

En el principio, todas las personas comían 
quesadillas. 

Las personas querían más quesadillas.
Les gustaban las quesadillas y los niños 
comían quesadillas

Y 
las 

quesadillas se cayeron del cielo. 
Unas personas que tenian hambre, se los 
comieron.  

Eran pobres, unas personas estaban en el 
cine y se salieron afuera.  Luego las personal 
estaban llenos en todo el mundo.

About the Author
Cuando cresca quiero estar en el army 
porque me gusta mucho  
Tambien porque tenemos que praticar para 
ser luchadores. 
  

My Own World
Yulissa 
I dedicate my book to my Tia 
Karla because I miss her.

In my world…
The oceans are clean.
The swimming pool is open 
all year and when it’s cold 
outside there is a hot tub.

Instead of doing reading all 
day, the girls go shopping 
and the boys stay and do 
all the reading.
Everyday there is a rainbow 
in the sky and I always get the pot of gold.

About the Author
I like going to the mall in California.  I like 
going to the river when it is hot.  I also like 
playing dodgeball.

  
Cuando Fui al Río Con Mi 
Familia 
Jazmin 
Yo se lo dedico este 
libro para mis padres 
porque los quiero 
mucho. Yo fui a nadar 
al río y tenía un traje 
puesto para nadar. 

Yo jugué con mis 

hermanas voli-bol y yo me 
caí. Mi familia hace carne 
asada y comímos tacos. 

Tomámos soda y cuando 
acabamos nos fuimos a 
nadar. Nadámos todos y nos  
fuimos por debajo del agua y 
nos divertimos mucho. 

Sobre el Autor
Yo me llamo Jazmin.  Yo 
tengo diez años.  Mi favorito 
color es azul.  Cuando sea 
grande quiero ser maestra. 

Me Gusta Mi Mundo 
Maria 
Yo le dedico este libro a mi familia porque yo 
quiero a toda mi familia. A mí me gusta mi 
mundo porque es divertido.

Y todos los días comemos pizza.
Me gusta mi mundo porque vamos al 
parque a jugar.

También porque vamos 
de compras a la tienda 
de Pasco.
También me gusta mi 
mundo porque me 
gusta ir a la escuela.
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About the Author
Mi nombre es Maria y tengo 
9 años.  A mí me gusta la 
nieve.  También me gusta 
darle a mi mamá.
 

Cuando Fui a la Playa 
Brenda 
Lo dedico para mis hermanos 
y mi mama porque son muy 
buenos conmigo.

Cuando fui a la playa yo me 
metí a la agua.

Me mojé mucho y mi mamá 
estaba tomando muchas 
fotos. Y despusés me tomó 
una foto con mi sobrina.  

Luego vino una ola muy grandota y me 
mojó a mí y a mi sobrina y todo su chorsito. 

Luego nos 
fuimos a 
cambiar.  
Después 
fuimos a los 
jugetes.  Mi 
sobrina tenía 
un año y no la 
dejaron entrar 
y luego nos 
fuimos para la 
casa.

Sobre el Autor
A mí me gusta cuando 
los perritos tienen sus 
bebés porque estan muy 
chiquitítos.  También, mi 
favorito color es Amarillo.

Mi  Mundo de Carros 
Jesus 
I dedicate my book to my 
mom and dad because they 
are cool.

Mi favorito carro el BMW.  
El color que quiero es azul.  

Y yo quiero que Plutón sea 
mi mundo de carros de 
Ferraris y Dodges 300 y que 

sean de color azul. 

Yo quiero que los bebés manejen los carros 
muy-muy cool. Y en algunos años van a ver 
más y más carros.

Los mas mejores coches y carros son los 
automaticos y luego puedo manejar el 
volante y qiero que vuelan los carros 
mucho. 
Sobre el Autor
Yo tengo una hermana y tengo nueve años. 
Tengo una mamá y un papá que son muy 
buenos para hacer cosas.  También me 
gusta el color azul.  Mi película favorita es 
Doomsday.  El deporte que me gusta es 
futbol y también me gusta tirar rocas al río. 

The Little Star
Banessa 
I dedicate this book to myself because I like 
stars.

Once there was a little star. It was all day in 
the sky and the little star was always with a 
little boy. And when the boy sleeps, the little 
star goes with him. And when the boy wakes 
up, the star 
follows him.

When the boy 
went with his 
mom, the little 
star followed 
the boy.

About the 
Author
My name 
is Banessa 
and I like hot 
cheetoes and 
puppies. My 
favorite color is pink.

From Time to Time
Marco 
Dedicated to the University of Washington.

Time has passed since I was little. I’ve grown 
up, the world is different its not the same. 
The gangs won’t do graffiti  any more. There 
are no gangs in the world. 
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The world is perfect, 
no fights, no guns, 
when I was little there 
were gang fights and 
guns but now there‘s 
none of that. 

Now the world is not 
terrified anymore, 
people are happy 
now it’s just that… 
there’s no more to experience nothing’s 
wrong.

It’s like no animals can hurt anyone. 
School is cool just like a rhyme was the 
best , 2-square was my favorite but now I 
preferance school, middle school. It’s not the 
same as elementary school, no 2-square no, 
no, it’s just basket-balls and soccer no fun 
activities, no more of that old stuff.
This is all new to me, it’s different, it’s better, 
but it’s not the same.

About the Author
I like math. I like 2-Square. 
I like video games.
I like my family, and I like my friends.

Mi Sueño de 
mi Familia 
Brenda 
Yo dedico 
mi libro a mi 
familia.

Yo sueño que estén felices y que 
tengan lo que quieran, y cuando 
quieran. Y estar feliz.
Yo pienso que va a ser muy lindo 
cuando tenga una nueva vida. Mi 
nueva vida va ser como una estrella.

A mi me gusta mi familia porque son 
Buenos con migo. Ellos me tratan bien.
Si yo fuera presidente, yo digiera que 

no pelen por odio ni  por que son de 
diferente color.

Sobre El Autor
Yo me llamo 
Brenda y voy 
a la escuela 
Elementaría  
Valley View, y 
a mi me gusta 
mi escuela.

Cuando Soñé En El Espacio 
Jose 

Yo una ves soñé que estaba en el espacio.  
También mire que estaba en la luna en un 
cuete. Después sentí que estaba la luna 
volando y yo también estaba volando con la 
luna.

Si yo fuera presidente yo dejara que las 
personas compren lo que quieran. Que 
personas no sean malas. Gracias por no ser 

malas personas, y no ser personas tristes.

Sobre el Autor
A mi me gustaría en mi comunidad que 
personas seña feliz y libre.

My World!
Alondra
I dedicate this book to my family and friends.

I want my world to be a better than it is now. 
I want more ice cream, more light in the 

world, and more color. No 
scary moments, my world 
is filled with happiness, 
laughter, and more play time 
in school. To have more fun 
places in Texas, and more fun 
things to do. More games, 
more movies, more skating, 
different flavors of ice cream, 
and good things for people 
to be happy in my world.

My world is full of chili powder and have 
teachers that speak lots of different 
languages.

About the Author 
My name is Alondra. I am 8 years old. I have 
brow hair, brown eyes, my favorite Pokémon 
is Ponita. My favorite color is blue.
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My Ideal World
Susan 
Yo le dedico este libro a mi mama. A 
mi me gusta como cocina. 
Mi mundo es con mucha luz y nieve 
para jugar con muchos amigos. 

Mi mundo esta sin agua de los rios.

En mi mundo no hay insectos, 
animales.

Yo quiero que mi mundo esté lleno 
de Helados para mí sóla. 
Con muchos sabores.

En mi mundo no debes pagar por lo que 
quieres.

En mi mundo puedes agarrar lo que tú 
quieras no debes pagar por lo que agarras. 

En mi mundo no hay drogas. 

Sobre el author
Yo soy de aqui. Yo vivo en los Estados 
Unidos. A mi me gustan los Pokémons. 
Uno se llama Cherubi, Cloyster, Crawdaunt, 
pichu, Pachirisu, Yanmega, Saymin, Regirice, 

and 
Arceus. 

The Doggy Town
Precious 

There was a dog and he was 
poor and he was looking for 
food and he saw a little dog 
and he touched the little 
dog and he teleported to 
doggy town.

The dog was in doggy town 
and there was food there in 
doggy town. He saw other 
dogs there and walk and 

playing with toys and the 
dogs were playing tug-a-war. The poor dog 
wanted to play with the dogs and he made 
the dog team win and the other team  lose.

And the dog team who won got a party and 
they got a lot of food. The dog was eating a 
lot of the food and he was full.

The dog was so thirsty he found the water 
in a river. The water was so cold and he 
went swimming in the water and he saw 
something move, it was his friend.

He and his friend went to go get ice cream 
and went to the park and played with the 
Frisbee. They also played with the rope to 
play tug-a-war and he and his friend were 
hungry and thirsty and tired. They ate bones 
and drank water.
And the poor dog went back to his house 
and he brought a bone with him and he was 

so happy. He brought his friend with him 
and they played tug-a-war.

About the Author
Precious likes the color red and has one 
dog. She is 8 years old and she likes to play 
with her cousin and 
friends. She likes to 
watch SpongeBob 
and Dora.

The Bunny Town #4
Christian
I dedicate this book to 
my mom because she 
would listen to me 
read.

One day me, Benjamin and Estevan went to 
Aristeo’s house to wake him up, but he fell 
off his bed.

And he woke up and said, “Can we go to the 
store.” and Aristeo touched the magic bunny 
and we went to touch the bunny too.

And Aristeo was a white bunny and we 
looked for the bat doctor. And we finally 
found the bat doctor and we asked for a 
cure. And he cured us and we returned to 
our town.

And when we returned we went to my 
backyard and ate sandwiches and drank 
orange juice. 
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About the Author
Christian is 9 years old. He likes sports and 
he likes math. He lives in Toppenish and he 
used to live in Buena. He now lives in two 
homes. He likes to write and he likes to draw.

The Day I was Rich
Jose 
I dedicate this book to my parents, brothers, 
and my grandparents who have helped me so 
much.

One day I was walking on the street with my 
dad. Then I saw a ticket seller.

My dad gave me money and I bought a 
ticket. My number was 0445579.

The next day I got that day’s newspapers. 
I saw the number o f the winner. I saw 
0445579. I couldn’t believe it, but I saw the 
number on T.V.

My dad and I picked up the money and we 
went to Costco. I asked myself, “What could I 
buy with 10 million dollars?” I bought some 

ice-cream.
When we passed by the mall I bought shoes 
and clothes.

I went to Safeway and bought hot cheetos 
and food. When we got home I gave the rest 
of the money to my dad.

About the Author
Jose likes to play soccer and Two-Square. His 
favorite food is hamburgers. He was born on 
May 16, 2001

Rico’s New Friend
Gaby 
I dedicate this book to my 
parents and my family 
because they always watch 
out for me.

One day there was a dog 
named Rico. He was lonely 
in his yard. He would go 
walking down the street.

Then he walked back 
home. He would go to 
sleep. In the morning he 
woke up when he saw a 
new…

Dog, his name was Pico, like Rico but it was 
weird that his name was Pico.
Rico was making friends with Pico, but Pico 
was like Rico. They played together. Rico was 
very tired. He was going to sleep but Rico 

went to sleep with Pico.

Then Rico was waking up when Pico was 
playing ball. Pico and Rico became best 
friends.

About the Author
She is 9. Her name is Gaby. She likes to play 
soccer with the boys in recess. She likes to 
draw. She likes to do art. That is all me.

The Rainbow King
Kimberly 
I dedicate this book to my silly sister because 

she acts like queen a lot.

There once lived a King, he lived 
long, long away. His name was the 
Rainbow King. He was so, so, so 
ha ppy with all his stuff rainbow 
colors!!

But one day he wanted to be the 
“Hot cheetos King” because he had 
too much rainbow colors. And then 
he wanted to be the “Candy King.” 
And then he wanted to be the 
“Money King.” Then he thought and 
said, I should be the “Everything 

King.”

And he told his servants to put everything 
normal and then lots and lots of people 
came to see his castle And he took pictures 
of his stuff!!!.
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About the Author
Kimberly is eight 
years old and loves 
chocolate a lot. She 
even likes goofing 
around, mostly with 
her friend Gaby. 
She was born in 
Toppenish in 2001. 
She is always happy 
when she visits 
her grandma and 
grandpa in Mexico 
because she gets to 
go to the beach.

Once upon a time 
Isabel 
This book is dedicated to Daisy. 

Once upon a time, there was a princess 
named Anabel and her world is beautiful.  
It had lots of flowers and her 
sister was… very mean. 

Then a person turned her in a 
very nice girl. 

Then a fairy granted a wish 
that my sister was nice. 
Then Anabel your wish is 
granted. Then Anabel went to 
her house and her sister was 
very nice. 

About the author
 I have 2 brother and 1 sisters. 

The Day I went to the Solar System
Daniela
I dedicate this book to my family because I love 
my family and because they’re good to me. 

One day I wanted to go to the solar system. 
Then I went to the solar system. First, I went 
to the sun. It was SO HOT! 
Then I went to Mercury. It was hot like the 
Sun. It’s the first planet in the solar system. 
It’s HOT!

Then I went to Venus, Venus is the 2nd 
planet in the solar system. Then I went to 
Mars. Mars is the 4th planet in the solar 
system.

Then I went to Jupiter. Jupiter is big and is 
the 5th planet in the solar system. Then I 

went to Saturn. Saturn has 
rings of rocks. Saturn is 
the 6th planet in the solar 
system. Then I went to 
Uranus. Uranus has rings 
that look like Saturn. Uranus 
is the 7th planet in the 
solar system. Then I went to 
Neptune. Neptune is cold. 
Neptune is the last planet 
and is the 8th planet in the 
solar system.

Then I went to Pluto. It was more cold and 
it’s a dwarf planet and is to Ceres. Ceres is 
little. Then I lose my bracelet. Then I went to 
home and I saw my bracelet. I figured that I 
like most the Earth. 

About the author
My name is 
Daniela. I live in 
Zillah. I have one 
kitty and two dogs.

Traveling to the 
Galaxy 
Guillermo 
I dedicate this book 
to my family cause I 
like telling my family 
.

I am in Earth I want to travel in the galaxy. 
I passed 3 planets, I went to Saturn. Saturn 
looks like a faint star in the night sky. But 
early skywatchers saw that Saturn and four 
other stars seem to move slowly in the night 
sky. These “stars” were called planets. From a 
Greek word that means wanderers. Saturn is 
a planet. It was named after the Roman god 
of farming. 

I passed 3 more, I went to Pluto then I saw 
the galaxy! I think it was made of rocks or 
stars. Then I went back to Earth. 
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TEAM REFLECTIONS
Dinorah Flores Pérez
 I enjoyed working with 
all the intelligent students 
at Valley View Elementary 
in Toppenish! Thanks to 
everyone who welcomed 
our team into the 
wonderful community that 
is Toppenish. I was very 
impressed by the students’ 
bilingual capabilities and 
interest in reading, writing 
and math. The students at 
Valley View are knowledge 
treasures, and I am very 
lucky to have worked with them. I hope for 
the best for all of the students and community 
members. 

Vanessa Martinez
Toppenish! What can I say about Toppenish?  
I love Toppenish. It’s the place where I was 
born, raised, and graduated from.  As a first 
year student at the University of Washington, 
I wanted to begin with ways that I could give 
back to my community.  When I heard Pipeline 
was going to Toppenish, I applied right away.  
Working with Valley View Elementary was 
great.  I already had an idea of how it was 
going to be like, since I have a younger sister 
who attends this school, but I had no idea on 
how the students were going to be like.  As 

soon as my 
teammates 
and I walked 
into the 
classroom, 
the kids’ faces 
began to 
light up with 
excitement 
and joy to 
have us 
there.  They 
were all so 
enthusiastic 
about 

writing their own stories, related to this year’s 
theme, “Dreaming our World”.  I had a blast 
working with the 3rd graders.  They are all 
hard workers, and they all managed to get 
their stories done and on time.  The 
Valley View staff were very nice and 
supportive of us being there!
  Thank You to the Valley View staff, 
our district superintendent for the 
lovely pens, and the students for 
being very cooperative. 

Betty Louie
Toppenish, Toppenish, Toppenish. 
What can I say? Toppenish is a tiny 
city that is loaded with culture, 
good food, and history. Valley View 

Elementary students will not let you forget 
them. The whole Toppenish experience was 
the greatest. As my first time participating in 
ASB, it takes a while before you realize how 
much a one week experience can influence 
you in so many ways. The greatest thing you 
can give to a kid is your time. Journeying back 
home, you start to wonder how much more 
you can do next year. Toppenish. One week. 
Unforgettable.

Nuvia Chavez
This is my third year participating in 
Alternative Spring Break and it has been an 
amazing experience. Our team went to Valley 
View Elementary in Toppenish. The 3rdgraders 
truly made this experience amazing! I had lots 
of fun at recess and enjoyed working with 
the kids. Their stories were very captivating 
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and unique. This type of experience with the 
students is what keeps me participating in 
ASB. I look forward to Alternative Spring Break 
in 2011.

Lydia Ansari
Our trip to Toppenish was very rewarding. It 
started out a little rocky when our enterprise 
car had problems going over the pass. We 
did eventually make it to the school and 
the kids were so excited to see us. Our host 
family was very welcoming and I enjoyed 
spending time with them while getting to 
know my group members better. My favorite 
parts of the trip included brainstorming story 
ideas with my bright little third graders and 
listening to my students read their stories. My 
kids were so proud of their finished products 
and they asked us repeatedly to come back 
and help them write more stories. One girl 
even suggested we make a library of books 
for her class. What an excellent idea! Other 
memorable moments included having lunch 
with the kids and playing with them at recess. 
They had great energy and were enthusiastic 
about getting to know us better and sharing 
their interests. I know the time we spent in 
Toppenish meant the world to those kids and 
I look forward to hearing about all their future 
accomplishments. 
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BREWSTER
environmental

This past Spring Break five UW students spent a week in Brewster, Washington, putting 
into action a curriculum they’d been building all quarter. The theme: Sustainability. 
This included exciting experiments such as each 6th grader making their own tiny 
ecosystem, and even a chance to run around and learn about population growth. From 
watersheds to overfishing, and some experimentation with Daphnia, both the kids and 
the UW students had a blast!

Team members: Rachel Stubbs, Kacee Bootsma, Emily Cane, Ryan Ewing, Atiya Hollyer
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The students each built their own ecosystem with Daphnia and 
algae. Some of the ecosystems were subjected to different conditions, 
such as no sunlight, cold temperatures, or a competitor (snail).

Topographical maps were sprayed with water so the students 
could predict and see where water would run if it rained. Students 
also made their own watersheds by crumpling a piece of paper, 
marking the ridges, and spraying it to see where the markings ran.
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“Oh Deer!” was played outside. This taught the 
students about population fluctuations and 
the importance of predators. We were also able 
to introduce the idea of a drought and famine.

More experiments were done with Daphnia 
to see the effects of alcohol and tobacco on 
their respiration rate. Students got to look 
through a microscope and trace a red dye 
(carmine) as it traveled through a Daphnia.

The students played a game about overfishing. 
Each group had a plate full of fish (crackers), and 
various fishing methods. If the students weren’t 
careful, they would fish to extinction! Some groups 
figured it out and had plenty left each round.
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Myself as a Water Droplet

RICKY 
I began at Mt. Saint Helens as snow at the 
peak until the sun comes out, all the snow 
starts melting. Falling down on the side of 
the mountain. Until I reached the bottom. 
And at the bottom was 
a river that looks like it 
never ended.

CAROLYN 
Begin as snow melting 
in the spring air, oops 
here I go, down the 
hillside into Rat Lake, 
but my trip is not 
over, I rise into the sky 
becoming a cloud, oh no, it’s too heavy 
and I fall back down and land on my hill 
side home and freeze into snow once 
again.

RUTH 
One day I was just floating in the ocean 
and it got warm all of a sudden then I start 
floating. Look at my friends. It’s getting 
cold I will stay with my friends to stay 
warm. We are too heavy. I land on a fern 
and slide off onto a weasel then into the 
river. This is a lot faster than the ocean 
current. Look seaweed. I’m back in the 
ocean!

ARIANA 
I am a water droplet. I start out as snow 
on a mountain. I eventually melt and 
roll down the mountain stream with 
my friends. We end up in the Columbia 
River on the backs of fish. The fish swim 
all the way to the Pacific Ocean where I 

evaporate up with all 
my friends. It gets very 
cold up in the clouds 
and I start to slip out of 
the cloud as snow and 
end up on a mountain 
with all of my friends 
and the cycle starts all 
over again.

DANIEL
I began in a toilet then they flushed it. 
Then I went to a water treatment plant. 
Then I flow out to a river and then I flow to 
a lake. Then I get collected by a drinking 
water plant and then I get in a huge water 
tank. And then someone turning on the 
faucet. I’m filling up a fish tank. Fish dies in 
I dump it in the toilet.

ISSAC
Soy una gota de agua que empecé 
estando en un arrollo y viaje por todo el 
arrollo y hasta que llegue a un rio y viaje 
por todo el rio hasta que llegue al océano 
y un día me evaporase y al otro día llovió y 
cae en un arrollo.

MARTHA 
Began my life in the ocean swimming 
with all the fish, shark, whales, dolphins, 
and squids. Then I start feeling sweaty 
then I evaporate, and then I start being 
formed into a cloud with a bunch of other 
raindrops. After some fun, I began falling 
from the sky and fell on Rachel’s wet boots 
and she shook her boot and dropped me 
back into the ocean back with my friends 
the fish, shark, whales, dolphins, and 
squids.

RILEIGH 
I start as a water droplet in Rat Lake 
and travel through the streams under 
ground and then above ground and 
travel through the Columbia River and go 
through the snow and melt and then go 
back in the river and go through the tree 
water droplets and end up back in Rat 
Lake and when someone fishes I go to a 
stream and do it again.

JONATHON 
I started in the Atlantic Ocean. Then I 
began to rise up. Then I formed a cloud. 
The cloud got heavy. I began to fall. I hit 
a rose then fell on a beaver. He went into 
a river where I went back to the ocean 
again.

MARLA
I begin in a snowy day, I fall and go along 
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with my friends. I finally come to my home 
down below here I fall in a puddle of clean, 
white water, I begin to evaporate with 
many of my watery friends, then I fall in to 
a stream that follows the great river. I feel 
warm and stuffed until I evaporate up into 
the sky to a big white cloud, I try to find my 
friends and down I came to where I began 

with freshly, 
clean water and 
now I’m a water 
droplet.

DEIDRA
I begin in 
the shower. 
Someone turned 
on the shower 
and I fell down 
the drain. I flow 
down the pipes 
and into the 

ocean. The sun came out and I flew into 
the sky. I fell down in this guy’s head called 
Julain when he was barely going inside 
to take a shower. And I ended up in the 
shower.

NANCY 
I began as snow trapped on a mountain. 
Then one day I was freed by the sun 
because it was so hot that I melted 
becoming water. I raced into a stream that 
has dead leaves and some plants. That 

stream lead me over to the Pacific Ocean. 
After I spend some time in the Pacific 
Ocean I evaporated into sky and went into 
a cloud. Then it rained and I fell at the top 
of mountain. Then it got very cold and I 
froze as snow again.

CLAY 
I begin in a toilet. I race down the tubes 
into a sewer. I flow into 
the Columbia River 
passing boats and fish. 
Then I evaporate into 
the sky and arrive on a 
cloud. More drops came 
bouncing on the cloud 
and the cloud got weaker 
and weaker until it breaks. 
I fall down from the sky 
and hit a mountain. I flow 
down into a Lake. 

PEYTON 
My name is Daisy the Droplet, and I began 
in the Columbia River. My fish friend Polly 
brought me into the air. I rose up into the 
clouds and met many friends there! When 
the time had come for me to leave the 
cloud. I fell on a bush and then onto a cow. 
When he took a drink, I fell into a stream. 
Back into the Columbia River. Here I am 
again.

BLAINE 
I begin in the Pacific Ocean and when 
the sun shines on me I evaporate and go 
into the clouds with other drops and then 
when there’s too many water drops we fall 
off the clouds and fall in the pot holes and 
on cars and people and we make a stream 
on sides of roads and we go back into the 
Pacific Ocean and start over again.

EISAEL
I began in 
a puddle 
and then 
evaporated 
in a puddle. 
I like to fly in 
the sky, then 
form a cloud 
and hour 

later I go to 
rain. Hundreds of feet above the ground. 
I then fall to the ground. Meanwhile I saw 
a hound. Then my friends and me fell with 
a splash and made a puddle. Later my 
friends and I went to the stream and then 
found myself in the Pacific Ocean.

MITCH
I start out as a water droplet in a little lake. 
It’s summer and I evaporate. I fly into the 
sky and get together with other water 
droplets. It turns cold and I condense and 
fall on a mountain as snow. After a while 

BREWSTER environmental



82

I melt and go in a stream and meet some 
fish and insects. The stream takes me to 
the ocean.

IVAN 
Being in the Pacific Ocean, rise into the sky, 
and began into a cloud with fine people 
and start falling down in the Cascades and 
start sliding down into the mountains and 
falling right into the lake Chelan following 
right into the Columbia and right into back 
again into the Pacific.

KELVIN 
I begin as a water droplet in the ocean. 
Then start to evaporate and end up in a 
cloud. I precipitate in a couple of hours 
and land back at the ocean.

VICTOR 
I began in a cloud, fell down at Rat Lake 
as a raindrop. Then I started swimming to 
the Pacific Ocean. Then I evaporate into my 
nesting cloud again.

ZIDANY 
I am a water droplet in a 
cloud. Then, I precipitate 
into the Columbia River. 
That carries me to the Pacific 
Ocean. After that I evaporate 
back into the cloud.

ESMERALDA 
I begin in the Pacific Ocean 
then I form into vapor, which 
is the sky I freeze and turn into snow, and 
then I melt and end up at the same place I 
was in the beginning at the Pacific Ocean.

KYLEE 
Begin in the Columbia, then rise into a 
cloud, then the cloud gets heavy then I fall, 
fall, fall onto the back of a duck, then I fall 
off the back of the duck and back where I 
started.

VICTOR 
Begin in the Pacific Ocean, then rise into 
the clouds and then I rain to the river and 
then I went to the lake and then rise to the 
clouds again and then I rain back to the 
Pacific Ocean.

JOVANI 
I would begin in the clouds. Then it would 
rain on the mountains. The water would 
freeze. When it melted it would sink into 
the ground. The water would soon end up 

in the ocean. 

DAISY
Begin in the 
cloud and 
rain into the 
Okanogan River 
and evaporate 
again to a cloud.

BRENDAN 
I begin in the Atlantic Ocean, fly into the 
sky and form a cloud with my friends, fall 
into the Hutison River and swimming fast, 
faster than a speeding plane, then finally 
I’m in the ocean again.

DARIO 
Begin with snow it melts to Okanogan 
County Dam.

JUAN 
I begin as snow on the ground. Soon I start 
to melt. I landed right in the middle of Rat 
Lake. Later I flow into the Pacific Ocean. I 
go into a cloud there I am snow again.

MARISOL 
I start as snow on the ground
then suddenly the sun comes up
and it is filled with heat.
So then I melt, but I melt into an ocean 
and I evaporate into a cloud and fall on the 
ground as snow once again.
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SARAH 
Begin in the Okanagan Mountain as snow 
melt run down to the Columbia River 
evaporate into the clouds become a cloud 
then it rains on the mountain and then 
it gets cold and becomes snow on the 
Okanagan Mountain.

JESSE 
If I were a water droplet I will start with 
snow up in the clouds then precipitate 
down the ocean and flow through other 
streams and evaporate up in the clouds.

LUPITA 
Begin on a mountain, spring comes and 
I melt flowing through the valley river I 
would slither through the river to make 
my way through the ocean. Then I start to 
vibrate again into a droplet. Then a cloud 
comes and takes me back to the mountain.

I’m part of the Columbia River, I evaporate 
into the clouds, then I drop on a lion, then 
onto a leaf, then on a deer, then back to 
the Columbia River, then it starts all over 
again.

ROBERTO
Being a cloud that rises into the sky. Going 
to snow then going to the mountain.
 
FAVIOLA 

I am a water droplet, I am starting out 
in the Ocean I see turtles and lots of fish 
around me. I meet with all my friends and 
we all evaporate up into a cloud where I 
meet with all of my classmates and from 
the cloud I flow away onto a mountain 
where there is lots of snow. Then, while 
I sit on the mountaintop I see that there 
is precipitation coming that is when I go 
with the raindrops 
and I and back in the 
ocean. The end.

TERESA 
I begin in a cloud I fall 
down to the earth, I 
become snow, then 
I melt and I slide 
on a mountain, go 
in a stream, in the 
Columbia then I 
evaporate back into a 
cloud.

JENNY
I was in the Atlantic 
Ocean, then I evaporated onto the clouds 
onto the atmosphere, and then I become 
snow then later on when it starts to get 
Hot I start to melt and start going down a 
hill that is near the Atlantic Ocean and I go 
down back into the Atlantic Ocean.

PEDRO 

I started on top of a mountain in a 
sprinkler. Then I went down a mountain 
slithering down the hill going through big 
boulders, going into the Colombia River. 
Then I went to a pond and got evaporated 
and went to the clouds and rain on top of 
a mountain where I was in the first place.

NALY 
I begin as a cloud then 
come down as rain I fall in 
the Colombia River. I rise 
into the sky joining my 
friends once again.

CHRIS 
I begin in Pacific Ocean, 
and flow to a small lake 
and then rise into the sky 
with some cool friends. But 
I started to fall and I ended 
up on a dog that went for 
a bath and I was back to 
the Pacific Ocean again.

WHITNEY 
1. At first I’m in a stream, then I flow to the 
ocean, and I evaporate, and end up in a 
cloud and I fall onto a mountain and I land 
on a bear who goes to the stream and I 
end back into the stream.

2. I’m in a cloud then I fall onto a tree 
and end up on a deer. The deer goes to 
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the stream and drinks water then I fall in 
the stream and I flow to the ocean and 
evaporate back into the cloud.
MOISES
I begin in the Columbia River then it goes 
to the Pacific Ocean. Then some of the 
water evaporates into the sky.

ESMERELDA 
I 

begin in Miami Beach, evaporate over the 
clouds and beyond the blue. My friends go 
with me forming a cloud so heavy I land in 
someone’s hair and slide all the way down 
into a puddle meeting the beach again.

SERGIO 
I begin in the Pacific Ocean. Then I 
evaporated into the sky, I formed into a 
cloud. Next I began to fall; I landed on a 
mountain and formed into an icicle. After 
that I melted away. I went sliding down to 
the ground. I fell on a mouse, which was 

picked up by an owl. The owl flew over a 
river when I fell into it. The river flow took 
me back to the ocean.
DANIEL 
I begin in a cloud. Fall into the Pacific 
Ocean floating away. I go to a glacier. 
It melts in the summer. I go down the 
mountains down the forest into a pond. I 
go to the ocean I evaporate and start over.

DREW 
I’m a water droplet in a glacier. It is slowly 
melting. I came from the Atlantic Ocean. 
I can see fish everywhere. Then I went to 
the cloud where meet I my friends. Then 
the cloud bust and I fell as snow into the 
glacier where I’m frozen. I see other friends 
who are also frozen waiting for their 
chance to go back to the Atlantic. 

ARTURO
I begin in the Atlantic Ocean. 
The sun is shining and I 
evaporate. I form a cloud with 
a lot of new friends. The cloud 
gets so full that I slip off. I fall 
on an old guy’s head that is 
fishing. The guy slips into the 
Columbia River. I meet a lot of 
new friends. We all float away 
to the Atlantic Ocean where 
we come from.

ALEXIS 

I begin in the clouds and fall onto a glacier 
and in the summer the glacier melts and 
ends up in the Atlantic Ocean. Then I get 
drifted to the land and drunk by a dog and 
get out of the dog next to a tree and then I 
formed a cloud.

ANGELICA 
I began in the Pacific Ocean, just drifting 
with my friends. Then some nights past 
and the cloud bursts. I fell as rain onto 
a rock. Then I slithered down. I fell on a 
squirrel. The squirrel went to a stream then 
I fell and drifted again to the Pacific Ocean.

OSCAR
My story starts in a cloud. I fall to the 
ground just to be carried down a river to 
a lake. From there I will evaporate back to 
my same old cloud.

BRIAN
I begin in a cloud with 
some strangers looking 
at me. The cloud got 
heavy + heavy. WE all fell 
down into streams. I was 
scared. The stream took 
me to the Pacific Ocean 
I was there for a while. 
Next thing I knew I was in 
a cloud once again.
GABY 
I begin as a cloud.
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It started to rain and I fell 
and land on the grass and 
I evaporated and land on 
clouds again.

BOBBY 
I’m starting at the top of 
the mountain. There is 
snow. Sun comes out the 
snow starts to melt it goes 
in a stream and it goes into 
the ocean. Then it evaporates to the sky. 
Then it snows again.

JULIAN 
I begin in a toilet. I’m flushed I went to the 
ocean I evaporate into a cloud and I rained 
into a cup. 

VANESSA 
I begin as a water droplet in a puddle, then 
get evaporated into the clouds where 
I precipitated into snow and fell on a 
mountain peak. Then I evaporate back into 
a puddle.

ROWL 
I started as a water 
droplet in a puddle and 
then a foot splashed me 
onto pavement and then 
I evaporated and ended 
up on a cloud and then it 
rained again and I landed 

in the ocean.

EDGAR 
I started as a water 
droplet in the puddle 
then I started to 
evaporate and went 
into the clouds. Then 
it started to rain so I 
fell down. There was 

a storm coming and 
started to snow and at once, I had some 
buddies.

ALEX 
First I am a little raindrop. I’m in a cloud. 
It started raining so I fell down into the 
Columbia River and flowed into the Pacific 
Ocean and evaporate to the sky again.

FLOR
I started as a water droplet in the clouds. 
It started to rain and I came down and fell 
in the ocean. Since I was there I decided 
to meet new friends. I met a family of 
fish, 2 dolphins a brother and sister. They 

were very 
friendly 
and 
playful. 
I meet 
some very 
strange 
looking 

fish and at that moment I spotted a 
friend I told her I was bored so we both 
evaporated back 
to the clouds.

CRISTIAN 
I started as a 
snowflake falling 
to the ground. 
Summer came 
and I melted into 
a stream I flowed 
and flowed from 
a stream into a 
river. Then in the 
Atlantic, I started 
to evaporate. 
Now I am in the clouds, then I fell down 
again.

DULCE
I began as a water droplet in a Pacific 
Ocean, but it got really hot, I evaporated to 
a cloud. Then I precipitated into snow and 
fell over a mountain. I melted and went 
sliding to a boot. The boot went to the 
ocean and dropped me there.

ABRAHAM 
I was a water droplet. I fell in a river. It was 
the Columbia River. I went past Brewster. I 
saw a deer and a tree. I ended at the Pacific 
Ocean and it repeated the same thing 
again.
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TEAM REFLECTIONS
Rachel Stubbs
One chief reason I signed up for the 
Environmental Education Alternative Spring 
Break was that I wanted to see if K-12 
education might be a possible answer to 
the question that lurks in the back of every 
college student’s mind: What am I going to 
do with my life? I think that in this last week 
in Brewster with Ms. Spohn’s 6th grade class, 
I experienced a taste of the joy that people 
receive when they are doing what they 
are called to do. The next step is to further 
explore ways to get there. Another part of this 

project that will stick with me my entire life 
is the great people I got to know– I felt like 
every day I was surprised by some new act of 

kindness from, common interest with, 
or interesting fact about one of my team 
members. We were indescribably blessed 
by the kindness of our host families, 
and the teachers we worked with had 
enormous amounts of knowledge to 
share about engaging and teaching their 
students. I am deeply grateful for what 
the Pipeline Project’s Alternative Spring 
Break has allowed me to experience, 
and I hope it continues to make these 
experiences possible for other students 
like me who are trying to find their place 

in the world.

Cheers!

Ryan Ewing
Spending a week in Brewster was a 
great way to spend spring break. I didn’t 
quite know what to expect since this 
was a group four years older than I’d had 
experience with. I had nothing to worry 
about, everything was fantastic! The kids 
were attentive and genuinely interested 
in the curriculum we were teaching, 
and the teacher was unbelievably 
accommodating and helpful. I’d already 
struck down teaching as a possible path 

after volunteering, but these kids renewed 
my interest. It was also a relief to be around so 
many caring and helpful people from the little 

town of Brewster. Both of our host families 
were great, and I’m keeping up contact with 
mine. This was definitely a fun way to spend 
spring break. 

Atiya Hollyer
Prior to arriving in Brewster I had spent many 
hours corresponding with Isabelle Spohn by 
email trying to iron out the details of our stay 
and our curriculum. I was incredibly nervous 
that our Pipeline group wouldn’t live up to her 
and her classes’ expectations of us. However 
from the first day we walked into Brewster 
Elementary School, we were welcomed with 
open arms by both Isabelle and her students. 
They were all so happy just to have us there. 
I was impressed by how enthusiastic the 6th 
graders were about learning about daphnia, 
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watersheds, over fishing and especially 
about playing “Oh Deer!” The community was 
incredibly welcoming as well, and I thoroughly 
enjoyed my trip to Brewster. 

Kacee Bootsma
In the weeks leading up to ASB, I was nervous 
about many different things, including 
whether our activities with the students 
would work correctly, and how our host 
family would react to us. I had never stayed 
with a host family before and all of my travels 
included hotels. Once arriving in Brewster and 
our host family’s home, we were welcomed 
with open arms and I instantly felt right at 
home. They were amazing people that let 
us take over their home. Then came our first 
day of instruction and the students were 
very enthusiastic about us being there. 
Our activities went a lot better than my 
thoughts were before the trip started. All of 
the students enjoyed each activity and really 
learned a lot. There was a sense of fulfillment 
seeing the students retain the information 
presented to them and be excited about 
learning. This was one of the best experiences 
I’ve had as a UW student and I hope that these 
students take something from this experience, 
because I know I have.

Emily Cane
As finals wrapped up and the Brewster trip 
became a reality, I found that I was very 
anxious about my upcoming endeavor! 
First, I was feeling very insecure about the 
curriculum that we had prepared and had 
endured reoccurring nightmares about our 

6th graders getting very frustrated about 
our lack of knowledge/inability to teach.  
Secondly, I was anxious about spending five 
straight days with four other people of whom 
I knew, but not very well. However, my worries 
were quickly disbanded when Rachel started 
off our first day with a wonderful sustainability 
game: the students were engaged and really 
seemed excited to see us.  The five of us really 
meshed well together, and by the end of the 
week, we were close enough to eat off one 
another’s plate :). We all shared similar ideas 
about teaching and were very supportive of 
each other on our respective teaching days. 
Additionally, we could have not asked for a 
better host family, and we felt right at home.  
This was definitely very different from any 
other spring break in my college career, but 
it was very worth it, and I have a lot of great 
memories to take home. 



Teachers Without Borders (TWB) is a leading nonprofit in the field 
of international education and teacher professional development. 
Founded in 2000 and headquartered in Seattle, the organization 
believes that teachers are the natural and obvious key to human 
welfare. TWB’s diverse and talented membership of over 6,500 
teachers from more than 180 countries have designed and led 
education programs to address community development needs. 
TWB supports teachers by gathering and creating free and open 
educational resources, empowering the voices of innovative and 
compassionate teachers and community leaders, and nurturing 
partnerships from the village to the nation. Our content is derived 
from the collective wisdom of our teacher members. Recently, in 
response to the earthquakes in China and Haiti, TWB has focused 
on providing expert resources in the field of emergency education. 
For more information about TWB’s programs and how to contribute, 
please visit the TWB website at www.teacherswithoutborders.org

We encourage Washington teachers to sign up for free as members 
of Teachers Without Borders. Washington teachers have a unique 
opportunity to collaboratively plan and execute solutions to our 
state’s most pressing needs in education via our online teacher 
network. Members can then share their local experiences with their 
global colleagues to expand the impact of their work and bring it to 
the global stage.

From the sprawling, urban center of Seattle, to the vast, fertile land of 
the Yakima Valley and all points around and in between, Washington 
teachers have the power to create change in education for our 
beautiful state. 

Join today for free at www.teacherswithoutborders.org
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